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i ES,’’ said Aunt Abby, ‘‘I believe they do call 

me a mite lax in religious matters,—church 
matters, I would say. Only last week Miss Butler 
told me to my face I was time-serving and all things 
to all men. And Deacon Walker—my ! he gave me 
up a long spell back as lukewarm and what he calls 
undenominational. That's a dreadful sounding word, 
—isn't it? 

‘Well, mebbe I don’t know myself, but seems to 
me I ain’t time-serving, nor lukewarm, nor all things 
to all men, though I dare say I may be sort of the 
other thing, undenominational. 
tional myself, —a ‘‘ Congo,”’ 


I'm a Congrega- 
as we call it about here, 
you know, for short. 
nor my discredit. 


But that’s nothing to my credit 
I hadn’t anything to say about it. 
My folks were Congregationals, and so, as you might 
say, I was born one. 
by pa and ma. 


At any rate, I was raised one 
Well, as long as I am one, elected 
to it, as you might say, I'm going to be a good one, 
—a strong one. There’s no harm in that. But I 
am #of going to think that folks of every other de- 
nomination are deluded, not to say wicked, creatures. 
If that's 
I'm it. 
‘«But I believe in sects, or denominations, which- 
ever you may call them. The way we're made, we 
human creatures, they're really necessary, seems to 
me. There's so many kinds of us, you see, with so 


what they call undenominational, why, 


many sorts of ways and tempers and feelings and 
natures, we've just got to go different ways, different 
roads. But, deary me! as long as all those roads 
bring up to the same place at the end, what kind of 
matter is it which folks take? And it 
keeps up interest to have these different 


rules, and Sardis learnt different ones, and so through 
the whole seven. But they were all under one spir- 
itual,head, and took their orders from the One that 
sent them that time through John. 

“T'll go a little further, though this time I don't 
expect many folks to agree with me. It's my own 
idea, one of those things that appear to come into my 
head of themselves, as far as I know, and come to 
I sort of believe there’ ll be differ- 
ent churches, or societies, or companies, whatever 
you may call them, up in heaven. You needn't look 
so scared, that isn’t as bad They 
won't be run just as they are down here, and there 
won't be so much—well, friction’s a good word, 
mebbe, not to use a stronger one. Somehow, to me 
it's a real comfortable, nice idea, the folks of the dif- 
ferent organizations, that used to hold by each other, 
and love their own church so, with its own ways, 
down below on the earth, their meeting, once in a 
while, at any rate, all by themselves up there, and 
talking about the old days ; yes, even mebbe singing 
some of the old hymns. 


stay. This is it. 


as it sounds. 


There are many mansions 
up there, you know, and there are twelve different 
gates to goin by. And there are all manner of dif- 
ferent stones in the foundation, but every one of 
them's precious. 

‘«So you see I'm as denominational and sectarian as 
anybody in the world. But I know what people 
mean, and why they call me lax, and lukewarm, and 
all, and I'll tell you. As I said before, I was born 
and raised a Congregational. Now, when I 
young, I really thought that was the only right and 


was 





societies with different ways to them, 
each one of the company belonging to | 
them thinking his folks’ way the best, i 





and working zealous for his own sect. I 
believe 'twas so, way back from the be- 
ginning, when the apostles and their 
I don't 
conceit that when the vision appeared 
that time to John on the island, and 
sent word to the churches by him, I 


followers started the churches. 





don't believe that all those seven so- 
cieties were run just exactly similar. 
Why, the way the messages read shows 
they were as different from each other 
as the denominations are nowadays. 





Ephesus church had its own way of 
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Christian sect, and all the others—Baptists, Method- 
ists, Episcopals, Presbyterians, and all—were mis- 
taken, deceived beings. 


young folks. 


You know how it is with 
To them there's one straight, even line 
running along ; one side of it—that's their side, and 
their folks’s—is the right side, and the other—that's 
other people’s—is the wrong, and to them there's 
nothing betwixt or between. That's the way with 
these young, unknowing creatures in politics, religion, 
and everything. 

‘« There was a little girl that went to school with 
Now 
her folks were Baptists, and every night when I said 


me, a great crony of mine, Fanny Mary Shaw. 


my prayers, kneeling before the trundle-bed in Aunt 


Patty's room, I used to put in a request about 
Fanny Mary, and ask that she might be converted, 
meaning become a Congregational. Poor little Fanny 
Mary! She's been dead forty year, and I'd be 
satisfied to be received into the same mansion her 
And so 't was with other 


I didn't wish them any harm, but I pitied 


Master prepared for her. 
sects ; 
them dreadfully, and prayed and hoped they might 
reform. I had most hopes for the Presbyterians, 
hearing that they were nearest like the Congos. But 
still I thought even they were running a terrible risk. 
‘‘Well, the change in me about this didn’t come 
all at once. One lesson at a time was learnt me, till, 
before I really knew what was coming, I had it all by 
heart, and looked on each one of these organizations 
as close relations of my own society, and learnt to 
But, as I said before and say again, I 
like my own best. 
‘‘The first lesson I got was in a 
hard time, and ‘twas one of the hardest 
For it was about the Epis- 
Now from the way I'd been 


love them all. 


to learn. 
copals. 

brought up, that denomination had al- 
ways seemed to me the most mistaken 
Pa was one e 





of any of them. 
strict, old-fashioned sort, and he was 
dreadful set against the Episcopals. He 
| thought they were all for forms, and not 
much for the spirit; said they didn’t 
make up their own prayers, but read 
themeout of books; that they wore 
strange, popish kind of clothes, q@ag— 
oh! a lot of things. And I'd sort of 
taken it all in, as young folks will, and 
never looked into the subject myself. 
Well, there came a great sorrow into my 











doing things, and Smyrny had another ; 
Pergamos learnt its members one set of 
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life ; my mother lay dying. ‘Twas in 


the summer, and our minister was off 
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on his vacation. So was the Baptist, and there was 
only those two churches in the village. But there 
was a boarder at Mrs. Lamson's that time,—a min- 
ister, an Episcopal. I'd seen him time and again go 
by the house in his queer, straight-up-and-down coat, 
and Romish-looking vest and collar, and every drop 
of pa’s Protestant blood in me had risen up against 
him. To be sure, his face was kind and his ways 
friendly, and he was real pleasant spoken. But he 
was one of that mistaken denomination, and looked 
it, and I disapproved of him. 

‘« But what was I going to do now? I couldn't let 
ma die without a minister to pray with her,—I just 
couldn't. Mrs. Lamson came over to see me; she 
was a Congo herself, and knew just how I felt. 
‘ But,’ says she, ‘he’s a real good man, if he is an 
Episcopal. Mebbe he’s only been that way a little 
spell, and isn’t a very strong one yet. Anyway, he’s 
good ; I know that from lots of little things, and he’s 
a minister, and there ain’t another one handy.’ ‘ But 
oh !' I says, ‘suppose he should read a prayer to 
her! Seems ’s if pa’s spirit would come back to pre- 
vent that.’ ‘Mebbe he won't,’ says Mrs. Lamson. 
So I let her speak to him, and he came over right 
straight off. 

‘* Ma was pretty near the end, feeble and helpless 
like, and sort of drowsing most of the time. But 
when Mr. Palmer—that was his name—stooped over 
her, and took hold of her hand, she opened her eyes, 
and looked up at him. And something she saw made 
her perfectly satisfied, and she smiled back to him, 
and let her hand lay just where it was. To this day 
I don’t know what it was he said to her, whether it 
was something out of his own head, or out of Scrip- 
ture, or out of the Prayer Book itself, and, what's 
more, I don’t care, and I didn’t then. It was a 
blessed thing, and just what ma wanted, and a real 
peaceful look came over her thin old face. 

‘« And then he knelt down, and I knelt too, and he 
prayed. Seemed to me I'd never heard such a 
prayer, for it asked for just what I wanted for ma, 
just what she wanted herself, I know, but asked it a 
hundred times better than we could say it ourselves. 
‘ Did he read it out of a book ?’ says Mrs. Lamson a 
week afterwards. And I didn’t know! When he 
finished and said Amen, ma said it too, very soft and 
weak. Then he leaned over her, and for a second I 
was afraid he'd undo all the good by saying some- 
thing popish. So I smoothed ma s white hair off of her 
forehead, and listened close. And oh! what do you 
think he was saying? He’'most whispered it, but I 
heard. ‘Now I lay me down to sleep,’ he says ; and 
ma says, so plain and clear, but ‘softly, ‘I pray the 
Lord my soul to keep.’ And she turned her head a 
mite on the pillow, shut up her eyes, and fell asleep 
like a little child, never to wake up in this world. Do 
you think I didn’t feel a mite different after that about 
the Episcopals ? But I like my own church best. 

‘And so I went on, learning lesson after lesson. 
One thing I'd had against the Baptists was their in- 
sisting so on immersion. It seemed so _ foolish. 
Sprinkling was our way, and so I thought it must be 
the best way, the only way. But one time, of a 
Sunday noon, I happened to be going by Blue River, 
and I saw a lot of people on the bank. *Twas a bap- 
tism going on, and I stopped to see it. You've 
But I tell you 
one thing, it brought home to me the baptizings in 


the Bible as I'd never had them brought before. i 


seen them, and I won't describe it. 


could understand about going down into the water 
and coming up out of the water, and being baptized 
in Jordan. 
sec the folks to know them, but I saw the robes and 


I didn't stand very nigh, and | couldn't 
the river, and heard the singing. I forgot where | 
was, and ‘most thought I was seeing John or Paul, or 
—I'm a bit afraid to say it, but you know what | 
mean—mebbe our Lord himself, baptizing or being 
r 


And I. .went away sorrowful, like the young 


baptized. 
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man in the Bible, for I'd been thinking hard thoughts 
for years of that very thing which seemed to me now 
so beautiful and good and scriptural. Then, after 
that, as 1 went on associating with different Baptists, 
ministers and members, I saw so many good things, 
true things, amongst them, I can’t tell you half. I 
like my own church best, though. 

‘«Then there were the Presbyterians, I never saw 
any of them to know them till I was more than thirty 
year old. There wa'n't many in New England, you 
But I went visiting over to Hallsville, where 
the factories are, and there was a Presbyterian church 
there, and I went with Miss Starr, where I was stay- 


know. 


ing. Dear me! it was just like our own church,— 
the long prayer, and the hymns, and the doxology, 
and the benediction. And the sermon couldn't have 
been bettered even among the Congos ; it was sound 
right straight through, and full of Scripture truth, 
Seems queer now that I should have been so sur- 
prised at this, but I was. To be sure, I'd heard that 
the difference betwixt them and the Congregationals 
was mostly in church government, but somehow I'd 
conceited that would show even in their meetings. I 
go to a Presbyterian church now; it’s the nighest, 
you know, here in Factoryville. I love it, and the 
minister is one of the best men that ever lived. But 
don’t mistake my meaning, somehow I like pa's 
and ma’s old church the best. 
‘«* And so with the Methodists. I was in the cars 
once, traveling down to Vermont to see my cousin. 
There was a gentleman sitting in front of me, and I 
saw by his clothes or ways or something that he was 
a minister. Bimeby we fell into talk. I'll always 
recollect that, talk, though I couldn't tell you just how 
it went along. But it always seems to me that once 
in my life, like Paul, I was caught up into the third 


*heaven, and, if I didn’t see the Master himself, I saw 


aman who'd talked with him, and walked with him, 


and knew him as I'd never known him. And it was 


‘a Methodist preacher! That's how I first came to 
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think tolerant of them, but there’s been a great deal 
since to keep it up. Still, I’m satisfied with our 
form of worship, and to me it's the best there is. 

«« You see now how I was brought along, little by 
little, lesson after lesson, to see that there’s some- 
thing better and higher than sects and creeds, even 
though each man may like his own and his father's 
best. And I believe those lessons came from above 
as much as that great sheet did, let down by its four 
corners, to learn a similar lesson to Peter. So you 
see they’ ve got a right to call me undenominational. 

‘‘There’s another thing. You'll take notice I 
haven't said anything about the Catholics. Well, 
I could! But then you're a Protestant, and so am I, 
and we're talking, just now, about Protestant churches, 
and haven't gone over all of them, either. And then 
I don’t want to scare you more’n I can help. But 
I'll just say one single thing, and that’s this : the very 
best and heavenliest man I ever saw, to my notion, the 
one that seemed to me wouldn't have looked out of 
place in heaven, even if you hadn't altered him a 
mite in soul, or even body,—his face was so shining 
with love to God and man,—well, that man was a 
Catholic, and a bishop. 

‘«But that’s neither here nor there. We're talking 
to-day about Protestants. I’m glad I’m one, and 
just as glad that I'm a good, strong High Church 
Congregational. But I do hope I’ ve passed from death 
unto life because, any way, I love the brethren.’’ 

New York City. 


i 
Tears of Gladness 
By Frederic Fairchild Sherman 


HESE happy tears, like drops of dew 
Upon the flowers, suffuse her eyes,— 
And they, like blossoms, smiling too, 
Perfect the glory of the skies. 
New York CITY. 
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John Eliot: Grandfather of the Sunday-School 


By William T. Ellis 


F WE call Robert Raikes the father of the Sunday- 
school, shall we not at least give the name of 
grandfather to an American pioneer who, a hundred 
and fifty years before Raikes’ time, established a prac- 
tice which contained more of the characteristics of the 
twentieth-century Sunday-school than did the famous 
school at Gloucester? For contemporary records 
show that the famous apostle to the Indians, John 
Eliot, established in the First Church of Roxbury, 
Massachusetts, in the year 1632, a ‘‘ practice for train- 


’ 


ing up youth,’’ which was strikingly similar to what 
later became known as the Sunday-school idea, 

John Eliot was more than a peerless preacher to 
the Indians. He came to America to be a pastor, 
and a pastor he was, for more than half a century, 
over the old church in Roxbury (which was spelled 
with a ‘‘k"’ in those days, for it was a place of rocks ). 
Like other great pastors and preachers, Eliot was 
deeply interested in children, and in all matters per- 
taining to education. The famous Roxbury grammar 
school, which still lives and thrives, owes its existence 
to his efforts, and during his lifetime the desire for 
education was so strongly impressed upon the com- 
munity, that, to quote voluble Cotton Mather, ‘‘more 
scholars went to college from there than from any 
other town of its size in New England.”’ 

The young preacher had not been long in his new 
field when he instituted a special Sunday service for 


the training of the children and youth of the congre- 
gation. The session was held after the preaching ser- 
vice, and there were two classes, one for boys and one 
for girls. There was an opening prayer, after which 
the pastor or some of the elders proceeded to cate- 
chize the children. There were ‘none of the study- 
made-easy methods of the modern school. ‘The time 
was occupied with serious business. 


obliged to know and recite their lessons. 


Scholars were 
And these 
lessons were not trifling. First of all, as might be sup- 
posed, was the catechism. Those were days of stiff 
doctrine, and the young Puritans had to get early into 
their heads more theology than most grown Christians 
know to-day. The strictness which prevailed in the 
Roxbury Church may be inferred from the fact that 
one member, a baker, was expelled on the charge of 
having given short weight in her bread ! 

Not only were the young folks in the Sunday-school 
examined in the catechism and the Bible, but they 
were also expected to be able to answer questions and 
to make reports upon the sermon of the day—and it 
was no ‘‘ children's sermon"’ that John Eliot preached 
to his Puritan flock. As if this were not scope enough 
for this unique service, the elders were in the habit 
of asking pointed questions on ‘‘ any fit poynt of cate- 
chise’’ to quote again from the church record in 
Eliot's handwriting. Here we may find the essentials 


of a true Sunday-school. More serious attention was 
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paid to the business in hand, and more through study 
was given to the truths of Holy Scripture, than will 
be found in modern Sunday-schools not a few 

We could wish for fuller details concerning this 
innovation. That it was a success we may know from 
the record of its existence a quarter of a century later. 
Ehot was a man of deeds, and not of words. He 
lackd the vanity and the garrulity which led Cotton 
Mather to chronicle at prodigious length his own 
thoughts, works, and projects ; and since he had no 
Boswell, and since there was in his day no ubiquitous 
newspaper reporter, we have to-day only the briefest 
record concerning this first Sunday-school and other 
notable works by ‘‘that famous instrument of Jesus 
Christ, John Eliot.’’ 

What Eliot did for the young folks of his Roxbury 
parish, he did also, in a measure, for the children of 
his larger parish, the Indians. From the first he gave 
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heed to the training of the Indian youth. He pre- 
pared two catechisms for the Indians, one of them a 
shorter catechisin for the children. On every visit to 
Natick he ‘‘encouraged’’ the interest and diligence 
of the Indian children in their religous training by 
‘*some small gift, as an apple, or small biscuit, which 
he caused to be brought on purpose.”’ 

The busy preacher, who was so engrossed in his 
work that he did not recognize his own cows when he 
saw them—shame on good Dame Eliot, for exposing 
her goodman’ s weakness !—yet was ever careful to bur- 
den himself regularly, on that lonely and at times 
difficult ride to the Indian village, with a store of 
goodies for the children. Is it any wonder that, with 
such a teacher, many an Indian very early learned 
to know and love Him whose tenderest invitation was 
to the children ? 
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By Elizabeth L. Foote 


Librarian in the New York Public Library, Author of ‘‘ The Librarian of the Sunday-School ”’ 


HE records of the circulation of the books have an 
important bearing on a Sunday-school library's 
influence. Not only is it necessary to keep account 
of the books as they are issued and returned,—very 
simple methods will accomplish this, —but the same 
devices may keep permanent records and furnish 
valuable statistics. Two accounts are necessary for 
the best results,—an account with the books, and an 
account with the readers. The book record will at 
any time answer such questions as the following : 
‘Is book No. out ?’’ ‘* Who has it?'’ «*When 
was it taken?’’ ‘‘ How many times has it been taken 
this year ?’’ or, ‘‘last year ?’’ ‘* Who have had it?’’ 
‘*How many books are out now?’’ ‘*How many 
were taken last Sunday ?’’ ‘‘ How many have been 
taken this year ?'' ‘* Have affy books not been issued 
at all ?’’ 

The readers’ record correspondingly will answer 
these: ‘* Has such a person a book out?’’ ‘* What 
book has he out ?’’ ‘* When did he take it ?'’ ‘* How 
many and what books has he had out this year ?"’ 
or, ‘‘last year?’’ ‘* How many readers have books 
out now ?’’ ‘* How many took books last Sunday ?”’ 
‘* How many have taken books this year ?"’ 

There are very different methods of keeping the 
accounts, varying in simplicity and value according 
to the burden of information put upon them. Sim- 





plest of all is the tag or card bearing only the scholar’s 
name, which is placed in the pigeon-hole while the 
scholar has that book. This keeps no permament 
record of the use of the book, nor of the child's read- 
ing. The card or tag is easily displaced, and all 
traces of the book may thus be lost. 


How to Use a Book Record 

Other methods keep the record in a book with col- 
umns and spaces ruled for a year. Such a one 
adapted to answer all the questions is used as fol- 
lows : Every member of the school drawing books is 





Editor’s Nete.—This is the third article by Miss Foote in 
her series oa the Sunday-school Library. 


given a number, written, with the name of that per- 
son, on acard. Let the record book, which is pre- 
pared in similar form by various publishing houses, 
contain columns enough for all the readers’ numbers. 
When the books are selected, each with the reader's 
card in it projecting from the end, so as easily to show 
the number, and they are sorted into classes for distri- 
bution, one person reads from the cards and books, 
first the reader's number, then the book number, and 
the latter is entered in the column under the former 
and opposite the proper date. Thus is made a per- 
manent record of the books taken by all the readers 
for a year. When returned, they are discharged in 
the same way. After all are charged, the book rec- 
ord may be written in a similar book having columns 
enough for the books in the library, and the reader's 
number is then entered under the book number. It 
is not necessary to cancel both records when the book 
is returned. This process can, of course, be re- 
versed, if desirable, the charge being entered first in 
the book account. 


How Cards May Take the Place of the Book 

The same ends may be secured by using cards in 
this way : A book card and a reader's pocket or en- 
velope made of manilla paper, with a tray for filing 
them, and a dating outfit, constitute the equipment, 
which may be obtained from the Library Bureau, 
Boston. The cards come already ruled, and the 
pockets should be ruled similarly on the face, but the 
name, address, class, and teacher's name may go on 
the back, the scholar’s number appearing on the face 
at the top. The scholar’s card must be the same size 
as the book card, and fit into the pocket. Book 
cards contain number and title of the book, and, 
when the book is in the library, the card is in the 
book. The scholar’s card, of course, contains num- 
bers of books wanted, and the process is as follows : 

The librarian takes scholar’s card together with 
pocket, selects book, puts book card into pocket and 


scholar’s card into book. Book with scholar’s card 








in it goes to its place for distribution, and may be 
handed out at any time. Pocket with book card in it 
is dropped into a box or drawer till the end of the 
work. When all are given out, these cards are 
counted for the day's statistics, book number is en- 
tered on the reader's pocket, and reader's number on 
the book card. ‘Then they are separated, the pockets 
dated, and the two sets filed in the tray, each in 
order of numbers. Each week the librarian should 
go over the file of pockets, and send notices to those 
whose books have been out more than two weeks. 
On return of book, book card is first found, from it 
the pocket, the scholar’s card put in the pocket and 
the book card into the book, which then goes to its 
place on the shelves. The entry should be canceled 
on one, probably the pocket, to clear that scholar of 
any responsibility for the book. If no scholars’ card 
is returned, the pocket should be dated, and put away 
in file of unused cards and pockets. 


The Two Methods, and What They Show 

To some people the use of cards is easiest ; others 
find them awkward to handle, and, being careless 
about the filing or other details, frequently lose them. 
Such will prefer the book method. But to those ac- 
customed to card files the card method will probably 
be most satisfactory. As long as books are distrib- 
uted to classes rather than to individuals, it seems 
impossible to dispense with the card cai ied by the 
scholar ; and, as long as children will lose these 
cards, it is desirable to use a cheap one. Some 
schools will impose a slight fee for a duplicate card 
when one has been lost. 

Statistics gathered from the above accounts will 
include the following items: Number of days the 
library was opened for the year ; number of books in 
use ; number of readers using the library ; total circu- 
lation ; average circulation per week ; average circu- 
lation per reader; average circulation per book ; 
highest number of books to any one reader, name 
of reader ; number of readers taking only one book ; 
highest issue of one book, title of book ; number ot 
books taken but once. 

It is possible also to note circulation by subjects, 
and, if desired, book-cards of different colors for dif- 
ferent subjects can be used. 


Hints for the Librarian Himself 

These figures form the basis for the librarian’s 
periodical report to the Sunday-school board. Such 
report should be a part of every board meeting, 
though the fullest details need be given only once a 
year. A monthly report or quarterly report of the 
average circulation and character of books called for, 
with other suggestive items, keeps the teachers closely 
in touch with the library work, and, thus interested, 
the board will work in harmony with the librarian. 

The librarian must be active as any business man 
to advertise his wares, and there are various ways of 
doing this. He may have a bulletin posted conspicu- 
ously calling attention to special books, new or bear- 
ing on the Sunday-school lessons ; he may occasion- 
ally give a few minutes’ talk before the school ; or he 
may have an occasional library evening, when all 
may come into the library and handle the books 
freely, make notes, and gain new ideas about reading. 
He may, if he can, have a cosy, attractive reading- 
room, well supplied with a reference library for Sun- 
day-school workers ; all the helps to Bible study that 
can be desired; Bible dictionaries, concordances, 
atlases, histories, etc. ; the church papers always on 
file; and if it be made a gathering-place for the 
teachers on certain evenings, to study the Sunday- 
school lessons together, the librarian may take the 
opportunity to show them his plans and methods, 
interest them in the record of their own classes, and 
inspire them with some of his own enthusiasm. 

Of the results in the character of the school from 
the use of a library so managed is it necessary to 
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speak ? The subtle influence of literary taste is as 
strong as it is mysterious. A child reads with the 
greatest, simplest faith in his author. All uncon- 
sciously his ideals are shaped by those of the author. 
All unconsciously his views of life, his manner of 
thought, of expression, rise or fall to the level of his 
favorite authors. The true librarian knows this, and 
in the Sunday-school, far more than in the public 
library, can he watch the personnel of his readers, 
and place in their hands the best books for cacu one. 
The personal element possible in the Sunday-school 
library is one of its peculiar opportunities, and the 
most valuable part of its work. 
High Ideals for the Librarian 

And because this part of the librarian’s work is so 
important, these articles must not close without a few 
words as to methods here. It is not so easy, for there 
are no set rules to be laid down, no formulas to fol- 
low. It is chiefly a matter of heart and soul in the 
work for the good to be done. The librarian must 
consider his part of the school routine to be quite a 
religious as that of any teacher, must come to it with 
as great a degree of solemn devotion and careful 
preparation. The detailed methods of which we 
have been speaking are but the tools which, in his 
hands, may make careful, thoughtful readers of those 
with whom he deals. He must know his books, every 
one of them ; he must also know the readers, study 
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their tastes and characters, and then fit the books to 
the readers. 

And there must be infinite tact in his approach to 
any reader with a suggestion. Children are very 
ready to take suggestions until they are disappointed 
in the selection made. After that they are wary. 
A girl who wants the ‘* Elsie’’ books may be persuaded 
to be content with ‘ Litthe Women’? or ‘' Fight Cous- 
ins,’’ and will certainly want the sequel to either one of 
these. After that she will enjoy Mrs. Wiggin, Mar- 
garet Sidney, and so on, ‘The watchful librarian 
knows just when a certain bright boy is ready to suc- 
ceed adventurous fiction with a historical story, and 
how many such will lead him up to a genuine history 
or biography. It takes a subtler sympathy to catch 
the rare right moment in either boy or girl when the 
soberer heart talks, of which there are some cxcellent 
examples, will appeal to them. 
Innings’’ 


Baxter's ‘‘ Second 
will catch a boy unaware, and set him 
thinking, perhaps. If so, it may be followed by 
‘* Before he is Twenty,’’ or Moxom's ‘‘ The Aim of 
Life.’ There should be also a gradual introduction 
to the best in general literature, an acqusintance with 
the best of our classics. 

These are but hints which might be multiplied 
without limit, and serve to show a few of the opportu- 
nities that lie before us in this as yet unworked field. 

New York CIty. 
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Poon Chew and Poon Yet 


By Jessie Juliet Knox 


NE day, during the Chinese New Year season, 
when the sea breezes blew softly through the 
narrow, blossom-lined streets of the San Francisco 
Chinatown, and swayed the great red dragon lanterns 
to and fro, Poon Chew and her little sister, Poon Yet, 
decided that they would take a walk through the 
streets, and have a look at all the beautiful things 
displayed at New Year's time. 

Their mo chun (mother) had dressed them up in 
their very best silken robes, robes she had made for 
this very week, and they made a pretty picture as 
they started out under their gay umbrella. Their 
blouses were of pink silk, and trousers of pale laven- 
der. They wore gay head-dresses, and were indeed 
beautiful to look upon. They would never have been 
permitted to start out alone if the little mo chun had 
not been so busy making the great New Year cake, 
which was to be served with tea to her guests of the 
New Year. 

‘* Let's go see Sai Gee first,’’ said Poon Chew. 

‘All light,’’ replied the little sister. 

Sai Gee, a little-footed playmate of theirs, lived 
just a few doors from them, and they had no difficulty 
in finding her home. Sai Gee was also dressed up 
in her gayest attire, but her feet were too small to 
find much enjoyment in running around with the 
little ones whose feet were of the ordinary size. But 
she could entertain them, anyway, for Sai Gee could 
play the flute. It was really wonderful. She sat up 
on a stool over which an embroidered robe had been 
thrown, and played to them. Her hair was done in 


a polished coil back of her right ear, and her little 
brown face was sweet and wistful as she brought forth 
from the flute the most wonderful sounds, 

Sai Gee's ho chun was very wealthy, and so the 
little one had everything that money could buy. 
Poon Chew made up her mind right then that she 
would ask her 4o chun to buy her a flute. Then Sai 
Gee brought forth some tiny cakes made of powdered 
nuts, and some tea (chah) and preserved watermelon, 
and for each of the little girls a big slice of New 
Year's cake. 

‘«My, but we have good time !"’ 

‘«T likee make New Year calls like mo chun. We 
go now. Good-by.”’ 

‘* Let's look in store windows,’’ the big sister said, 
and, of course, the little one, having perfect con- 
fidence in Poon Chew, followed, the soft little hand 
clasped in the hand of the sister. 

Oh, such wonderful things they saw! The streets 
looked like a garden, with the rows of almond blos- 
soms and China lilies, and on every balcony, swung 
in rows, the great dragon lanterns. They stopped 
awhile—they thought it only a few minutes—to watch 
five boys who were playing a New Year's game on the 
cobblestones out in the street. It was such an inter- 
esting game, and no one but the Chinese could under- 
stand it! They passed on by the stores then, where the 
smell of the good things made them awfully hungry. 

‘*Oh, how good the loast pohk [roast pork] smell ! 
I velly hungly. We go home—pletty soon,"’ said the 
older sister. 
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“Yes; we go home pletty soon,’ echoed Poon 
Yet. 

The little feet were growing tired, but they had 
never before been on the streets alone, and they 
wanted to get all the pleasure they could out of it. 
Hlow they did wish they had brought some money, as 
they looked longingly at the great heaps of candied 
ginger and cocoanut on the street stands! Their 
eyes must have said so, for, just as they were gazing 
at the dainties with longing eyes, a richly dressed 
Chinaman came by, and the first thing they knew he 
was saying : 

‘*You likee candy, ace jai ?’’ (little girl.) 

It startled them at first, but when they looked up, 
and saw what a kind face the man had, they did not 
feel afraid, but replied : 

‘Yes, we velly hungly. We no bling money. 
We catch ’em pieniy money at home."’ 

The man laughed good-naturedly, and, having 
bought them a large package of candy, started on, 
After they had eaten some of it, they noticed that 
it was growing dark. Could it be possible that night 
was coming on? They had not thought of that. It 
had seemed so bright when they started out, and it 
did not seem as if they could have been gone long ! 

* * * * * 


Meanwhile, what of the little brown mother at 
home? When she had finished her cake, she called 
the children. She had made a little cake just for 
them, and wanted them to come and eat it. 

Poon Yet !’’ she called. 


No sound came back through the silence. 


‘*Poon Chew! 


‘Little one! we jai / come to mo chun /”’ 

No reply. 

With wildly beating heart she rushed through the 
tiny rooms and out on to the narrow pavement. She 
hailed a passing policeman, and in faltering Chinese 
told him that her little ones were lost, described the 
pretty clothes they wore, and all the time her heart 
was wrung with a nameless fear. What would life be 
without the soft little brown arms about her neck, 
the patter of the little sandaled feet, the sound of 
the shrill little voices at play ? 

This policeman told others, and they were all out 
searching for the two children who were out making 
New Year calls. 

* * o * * 

And it grew darker. Poon Chew trembled as she 
realized that they were lost. She did not know which 
way toturn. Some men were lighting the big dragon 
lanterns on the balcony opposite, so it was really 
night. 

‘*O little sister, we are lost! I forget! Ino know 
What will we do?"’ she moaned. 

She had no idea what direction her home was in, 
and her eyes were filled with tears. But now, through 
the tears, she saw some one approaching. 


the way home ! 


It was— 
oh, joy !—it was the old nurse Suey, leading the 
richly dressed little Gee Chung, only brother of Sai 
Gee, their neighbor and playmate. She was greatly 
surprised when she saw the two children so far from 
home, and they clung to her neck, weeping and 
laughing by turns. 

‘*Take us home! take us home !"’ they cried. 

They had walked so fary and were so tired, that 
they got a Chinaman who was standing near to take 
them all home in his wagon. When they arrived, 
they found the little #o chun in the greatest distress. 
She was very much astonished as she saw them all 
tumble out of the covered wagon, and they all cried 
and laughed, and never did the little mother receive 
so many kisses, and four little brown arms clasped 
her neck all at once. The little sisters were so very 
sorry to have been so naughty, and to have brought 
such sorrow to their mother, that they said : 

‘*Mo chun,—we never—never—make New Year 
calls again, —without you."’ 

San José, CAL. 
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Is it a Duty, or a Worry? 

[t is sometimes hard to bear burdens that we 
have to bear, but God will permit us to cast such 
burdens on him, and he will bear both us and our 
burdens. It is harder, however, to bear burdens 
that we have no call or right to bear, and no help 
or strength is promised us in the bearing of such 
burdens. Many a man groans or worries under 
the weight of a burden that God is ready to bear 
for him, but which the man mistakenly thinks it 
is for him to bear for the Lord. Before we even 
ask God to enable us to bear a burden, let us be 
sure that the burden is ours, or is one that we are 
called of God to bear. Is it a duty, or a worry, 
that taxes us ? 


x 


Two Kinds of Tolerance 

Our age is proud of its tolerance in matters 
of belief. But there are two kinds of tolerance. 
The one is the easy sort which doesn’t care 
enough about the matter to have any feeling. It 
has never looked deep enough to realize how im- 
portant the differences of belief really are. That 
tolerance is only another name for indifference 
and ignorance, and the fiercest intolerance which 
proceeds from passion for the truth is noble by 
the side of it. The other kind of tolerance ap- 
proximates the large patience of God. It has 
looked so deep that it has realized how great the 
unity of belief is even in divergence. It is hum- 
ble enough to mistrust its own infallibility, and 
has respect for the personality and thoughts of 
others. It values truth profoundly, but it also 
values treedom as the only safe road to the truth. 


x 
Reading the Past Aright 


History ought to be full of wisdom and in- 
The past ought to shed a bright 
light along the road by which the present is pass- 
ing into the future. But actually the past often 
obscures more than it enlightens. The present- 
day issues come to us wrapped in the preposses- 
sions and half-true judgments and party passions 


struction. 


of bygone generations, and we should often see 
more truly if we knew nothing of the past. There 
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were none in Judea so blind to the new revelation 
of God as the scribes who had studied the old 
revelations most minutely. Few classes exert a 
more conservative influence in the recognition of 
any new right than lawyers, who deal most with 
past precedents. The lethargy of the de-d past 
must be counteracted and overcome by the pro- 
pulsive power of the living spirit of Christ. If 
that living fire is in us, the frozen records of the 
past will run into quickening wisdom, as the icicles 
thaw into blessed water under the shining of the 
April sun. 


4 
Why Fight Alone ? 


‘Times come, in every one’s life, when it seems 
as though one must face a struggle alone. A pecu- 
liar trial or conflict must be met without the knowl- 
edge and sympathy and strength of friend, of 
husband or wife, of parent or child, of brother or 
sister; when one’s self alone can know of the 
fierce struggle, and without human sympathy must 
win or lose the fight. What a blessed thing to 
know that, at such a time of all times, we are not 
alone ; that One who was ‘‘ in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin,’’ is closer at 
hand than any one in the flesh could be; is more 
keenly, lovingly interested in our victory than any 
earthly one can be ; is better able, longs far more, 


ya 


Sacrifice, or 


HO will sacrifice a few cents a month for 

this good work?’’ It was an earnest 
young Christian who said it, as he pleaded for a 
most helpful enterprise. The implication was 
probably unintended, but it was unfortunate. 
Technically the word was used correctly, and con- 
veyed a noble idea. Sacrifice is ‘‘ the act of 
making an offering to God, as a tribute, a gift, o: 
an expression of thanksgiving.’’ ‘* Who will offer 
to God the few cents a month required ?’’ There 
might still seem some incongruity between the 
amount called for and the solemnity of the expres- 
sion, but love and devotion can express itself in 
littles, when littles are all that is needed or possi- 
ble, as fully and nobly as in the great things. ‘‘I 
say unto you, This poor widow cast in more than 
they all.’’ 

The usual and popular understanding of the 
word, however, conveys another implication, 


“ce 


which may also have been in the speaker’s mind. 
. . .. . 

A sacrifice, in another sense, is ‘‘ a loss incurred 

” 


or, at least, without 
adequate return, to the éne concerned,—perhaps 


or endured without return, 


for another’s benefit, perhaps not. It is surren- 
der or deprivation against one’s natural inclina- 
tions, or some of them. It implies a partial or 
complete self-immolation. 

A base-ball player is ‘‘ at the bat.’ He more 
or less deliberately hits the ball in such a way that, 
while he is being ‘‘ put out,’’ other players ‘‘ on 
the bases’’ succeed in advancing a base. He 
has made a ‘sacrifice hit.” He has thrown 
away his chance of a run for the good of others. 
The merchant announces a ‘sacrifice sale.’’ If 
you believe him, he is deliberately throwing away 
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to give the needed sympathy and strength, than 
husband or father or friend could give it. There 
is no such thing as fighting alone with such a 
Friend at hand. And there is no such word as 
‘* failure,’’ when we take the strength which ¢hat 
Friend has to offer. 


ss 
The Gain of Loss and Lack 


We often pray for things that we lack and 
long for. We do not so often thank God for 
good things that he has given us and which we 
should long for, and might even pray for, if we 
lack them. Is this right? Will God understand 
from this that our prayers to him, and our com- 
munion with him, will be increased by our lack 
rather than by our fulness? Do we pursue the 
course that we do in order to show God that the 
way to us nearest to him is to deprive us of much 
that we value, and to see to it that we have always 
cause for earnest longing? Judging by our own 
experience, are we not more richiy blessed spirit- 
ually when we have fewest temporal advantages 
and benefits? There is truth in Mrs. Norton’s 
words : 


«« Those who have fewest joys know joy’'s true measure ; 
They who most suffer, value suffering’s pause. 
They who but seldom taste the simplest pleasure 
Kneel oftenest to the Giver—and the Cause."’ 


x 


Investment? 


a part of his prospective wealth in the shape of 
once-hoped-for profits, or of ‘his actual wealth as 
he sells ‘‘ below cost.’’ He is ‘‘ sacrificing ’’ 
his goods. A mother goes without necessities 
that her son may have an education; a young 
woman refuses to marry the man she loves 
because of imperious home duties,—an invalid 
mother or sister. They are ‘“‘ sacrificing’’ them- 
selves. 

A battalion is sent to a certain part of the field. 
It has no hope of success for itself, but it will 
draw the enemy’s fire or hold his attention while 
great strategic movements are being executed, and 
the battle is won. Or perhaps ‘‘some one had 
blundered,’’ and set it there to be pounded to 
pieces by the cross-fire of the enemy,—‘‘ sacri- 
ficed ’’ in either case. 

Possibly the loss is unwilling or involuntary. 
B. Payn, the English novelist, has described his 
exercise of mind when, as a small boy, he had 
been incautiously thrusting his bran-new shilling 
through the slot of a missionary box to see how it 
would work, and the coin slipped from his fingers. 
The praises of his admiring female relatives for 
his generosity sounded somewhat hollow in the 
ears of the unwilling devotee, and he undoubtedly 
felt that that shilling had been ‘‘ sacrificed.’’ It 
may be suspected that some older givers, whose 
grip upon their money has been relaxed by influ- 
ences less material, but no less potent, and equally 
external, have some tinge of the same sort of feel- 
ing in the depths of their consciousness. It is 
imaginable that when the hard-headed Benjamin 
Franklin got home from the meeting where he 
had responded so liberally and so unexpectedly te 
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the honeyed pleadings of Whitefield, he looked 
whimsically and regretfully at the empty pockets 
from whose depths the siren voice had lured their 
treasures, and failed to see any recompense there- 
for but the consciousness of having seen and felt 
and paid substantial tribute to a brilliant example 
of the power of eloquence. But many such givers 
are devoid of the humor that would supply even 
such consolation. They have given because it is 
the custom, or some compelling eye is on them, 
or some flood of emotion carries them with the 
crowd ; but in their hearts they eye their disap- 
pearing wealth as ruefully as did the unwary 
youngster, and count it as surely lost. And ina 
sense it is lost to them, for it is ‘‘ sacrificed,’’ not 
to God, but to interest or vanity, or fear of public 
opinion ; and these gods, like all the idols of the 
heathen, have hands that grasp, but give little in 
return. 

Human nature, even consecrated human na 
ture, is prone to feel that whatever has been 
removed from personal possession or enjoyment, 
alienated from personal uses, is lost. It may be 
lost in a good cause, no doubt, splendidly lost, but 
it is lost nevertheless. Some such ideas, or modi- 
fications of them, are apt to come trooping to the 
mind when the word is mentioned, and they indi- 
cate and conduce to an unfortunate habit of thought 
which rob’s God’s work of much support and God’s 
people of much joy and growth. 

As a matter of fact, no real and willing sacri- 
fice, however much it contained of these sug- 
gested elements, ever was without return even, 
or, rather, especially, to the actor. ‘The sacrifice 
hit wins the game or enlarges the score, and makes 
the man a better player. ‘The merchant gets 
himself out of a bad situation, or raises money 
for more profitable investment. The mother has 
her return in a noble son, or, if not, in increased 
likeness to Him who “ for our sakes became poor, 
that we through his poverty might become rich.’’ 
The devotee who saw his property go up in smoke 
on the altar received his reward in sins forgiven, 
peace gained, heaven won, and God pleased. 
The battalion enabled the battle to be won, or 
else blazed out before all time such a splendid 
example of devotion to duty that millions of men 
in every age were truer to right and honor. Only 
the absence of devotion and love can rob the act 
of its sure return. 

Therefore we ought to think of these devote- 
ments of means, or ease, or health, or life, as in- 
vestments, not sacrifices. ‘They are not destroyed, 
or lost, or wasted ; 'they are transmuted. The 
law of the conservation of energy is as true in 
psychics as it is in physics, only it ‘‘ suffers a sea- 
change ’’ itself, and becomes a law of transmuta- 
tion, whereby the earthly is changed into the 
heavenly, and the seed of earthly sacrifice springs 
up and bears a hundredfold in heavenly blessing. 
These are living sacrifices, not dead ones. They 
bear perpetual interest. The mother knew she 
was not sacrificing at all; she was investing her- 
self in her boy, and it was delight to do it. 
The missionary, dying for the gospel, invests his 
life in God, he does not lose it. The grain of 
wheat that does not fall into the earth and die is 
** sacrificed ’’ indeed, for it abideth alone to fruit- 
lessness and decay ; but for the other ‘‘ to die is 
gain,’’ for it beareth much fruit. 

What a difference the recognition of this fact 
would make in our living and our giving, in the 
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amount of our devotion, and the joy and power of 
it! A man sees an opportunity to make a for- 
tune. He has found ‘‘a treasure hid in a field.’’ 
He goes home and takes inventory of his goods ; 
he scrapes all together—with tears in his be- 
moaning, and bewailing the hard necessity, but 
tearfully determined to make it, and congratu- 
lating himself on his extreme self-denial ? Not in 


x 
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the least. ‘‘ For joy thereof he goeth and selleth 
all that he hath, and buyeth that field.’’ 

‘Who, out of love for God as an offering to 
God, will invest his means, his thought, his life, 
himself, knowing that they will produce, in the 
blessing of man, in the growth of his soul, in the 
glory of God, dividends incalculable and eternal ?’’ 
That is the question. 
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More About the 
Threshold Covenant 


Questions and comments on the Pass-over or 
Cross-over rite continue to multiply, and perhaps by 
answering the question of a single inquirer about any 
point, the doubts of more than one may be solved. 
A correspondent in Oregon, after asking a question 
that has, since his writing, been fully met in these 
columns, raises another question, thus : 

In the thirteenth verse of the twelfth chapter of Exodus God 
says, ‘‘ When I see the blood, I will pass over you,’'—not over 
your houses, nor into them, but ‘ I should like to 


have, in Notes on Open Letters, a fuller explanation of this 
interpretation. 


‘over you."’ 


The confusion, or doubt, on this point arises from 
the ignorance of the translators as to the real signifi- 
cance of the Passover rite. The Hebrew word trans- 
lated ‘‘ passover’’ does not mean, etymologically, to 


‘‘pass over’’ or to ‘‘ pass by,’’ nor even to ‘‘ cross 
The Hebrew word is fasach. It is the title 
or term applied to that peculiar rite, which as a rite, 
and in its significance, had been known for genera- 
When our Bible 


was translated, the meaning of the rite had been long 


” 


over. 


tions in Egypt and in other lands. 


lost sight of by Western scholars. The Hebrew word 


abar, ordinarily translated to ‘‘ pass over,’’ or to 


‘«pass through,’’ or to ‘‘ cross over,’’ appears nearly 
three hundred times in the Old Testament, and is 
But the He- 


ich, which some think is a word trans- 


always used -nd translated accordingly. 
brew word / : 
ferred from the Egyptian or other language older than 
the Hebrew, is used but a few times, and then never 
except as referring to this rite of crossing or passing 
over blood on the threshold or home altar, in a sacred 
rite of permanent covenanting with the indwellers. 
Thus Jehovah says, in Exodus 12:13, that, when 
he sees proffered blood on the threshold, he will per- 
form that rite for the benefit of those who thus invite 
and welcome him. 

Here comes another question from an Iowa reader, 
who seems to be exercised on the ‘‘ limited atone- 
ment'’ idea, or some such theological puzzle. Would 
God be willing to forgive a real sinner who needed 
and sought forgiveness, but who was not a literal 
descendant of Abraham? Here is the question : 


If the Egyptians had sprinkled blood upon their door-posts 
{and thresholds], would it have saved them too? 
ter and several thoughtful persons say ‘‘ Yes.’’ Others, per- 
haps equally thoughtful, say ‘‘No.'' Will you please settle 
the question, and oblige two Sunday-schools ? 


One minis- 


It is God who saves, not any particular rite or act. 
The value of the blood on the threshold and door- 
posts and lintel of the homes was as showing a spirit 
of trustful welcome to Jehovah. That spirit was 
always recognized and approved by him. If an 
Egyptian, in that spirit, proffered a trustful welcome 
to Jehovah, we cannot doubt that Jehovah would 
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Notes on 
Open Letters 









have gladly recognized and responded to it. Salva- 
tion is not of the worthiness of the seeking sinner, 
but is of the matchless love of the loving God. When 
good John Newton was asked whether God would be 
willing to save a heathen idolater who turned to him, 
he replied, ‘‘ Since God was willing to save me, I 
have never had any doubt about his willingness to 
save anybody else.’’ 


x. 
Did Jethro Teach Moses ? 


God has never left a people or an age without 
some witness to his truth. However the truth con- 
cerning God and man’s duty may have been ob- 
scured or ignored by the evil teaching or the sinful 
practices of wicked men, there was still, by some, and 
in some ways, a consciousness of something better 
above and beyond. As to this a Pennsylvania Bible 
student asks : 


I have just been reading the Critical Notes in your paper on 
‘* The Call of Moses.’ It were useless to enlarge on the rich, 
instructive treat we enjoy each week. But I wish to ask whether, 
in all the varied training that prepared Moses for his wonder- 
ful task, one point may have been overlooked. 
ried a priest's daughter. 


Moses mar- 
Could the priest of Midian instruct 
Did Noah's 
preaching fade away from the earth till restored in the Abra- 
hamic covenant? I make bold to come and ask this, as you 
have answered so many hard questions to my great satis- 
faction. 


Moses in the knowledge of the Supreme Being ? 


We have no reason to suppose that the original 
revelation of God to man had at any time so faded 
away from men’s knowledge, however it may have 
been overlaid or obscured by error, that only one 
family or people possessed a knowledge of God, — 
that none outside of that circle knew of God and his 
truth. Abraham, the chosen ‘‘ Friend of God,’’ recog- 
nized and gave honor to Melchizedek, who was ‘‘ priest 
of God Most High.’’ Yet Melchizedek was not of 
any family known as chosen of God. Nor need- we 
feel that Melchizedek was at that time the only such 
priest on earth. There is reason for believing that 
Moses, brought up in the highest court circle of 
Egypt, was acquainted with phases of far higher truth 
than that shown in the grosser polytheism of which 
we read; for we have reason to believe that such 
truth was known among the priestly caste in Egypt. 
Moreover, as the mother of Moses was the woman 
called by his sister to nurse him, he was instructed 
in the fullest truth concerning God then known to 
the descendants of Abraham. It is, indeed, possi- 
ble that Jethro was a worshiper and priest of God 
Most High, and that therefore it was that Moses was 
ready to marry his daughter ; but even in that case 
Moses would be likely to teach Jethro far more than 
Jethro could teach Moses. Moses was more than an 
ordinary man, both in privilege and training and in 
ability. 
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Lesson 4. January 26. The Lame Man Healed 


Acts 3: I-16. (Read Acts 3.) Memory verses: 6-8 





Golden Text: The Lord is my strength and song, and he is become my salvation.—Exod. I5 : 2 


CUMMON VERSION 


1 Now Peter and John went up together 
into the temple at the hour of prayer, deing 
the ninth hour. 

2 And a certain man lame from his mother's 
wonb was carried, whom they laid daily at the 
gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, 
to ask alms of them that entered into the tem- 
ple ; 

3 Who, seeing Peter and John about to go 
into the temple, asked an alms. 

4 And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him 
with John, said, Look on us. 

5 And he gave heed unto them, expecting 
to receive something of them. 

6 ‘Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I 
none ; but such as I have give I thee: In the 
name of Jesus Christ of Naz’a-réth rise up and 
walk. 

7 And he took him by the right hand, and 
lifted Aim up: and immediately his feet and 
ankle bones received strength. 

8 And he leaping up stood, and walked, and 
entered with them into the temple, walking, 
and leaping, and praising God. 

9g And all the people saw him walking and 
praising God: 

10 And they knew that it was he which sat 


AMERICAN REVISION 


1 Now Peter and John were going up into 
the temple at the hour of prayer, deing the 
ninth four. 2 And a certain man that was 
lame from his mother's womb was carried, 
whom they laid daily at the door of the temple 
which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them 
that entered into the temple; 3 who seeing 
Peter and John about to go into the temple, 
asked to receive analms. 4 And Peter, fasten- 
ing his eyes upon him, with John, said, Look 
onus. 5 And he gave heed unto them, expect- 
ing to receive something from them. 6 But 
Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but 
what I have, that give I thee. In the name 
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk. 7 And he 
took him by the right hand, and raised him 
up: and immediately his feet and his ankle- 
bones received strength. 8 And leaping up, 
he stood, and began to walk; and he entered 
with them into the temple, walking, and leap- 
ing, and praising God. 9 And all the people 
saw him walking and praising God: tro and 
they took knowledge of him, that it was he 
that sat for alms at the Beautiful Gate of the 


COMMON VERSION 


tr And as the lame man which was healed 
held Peter and John, all the people ran to- 
gether unto them in the porch that is called 
Solomon's, greatly wondering. 

12 § And when Peter saw 7/, he answered 
unto the people, Ye men of Israel, why marvel 
ye at this? or why look ye so earnestly on us, 
as though by our own power or holiness we 
had made this man to walk ? 

13 The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and 
of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified 
his Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and 
denied him in the presence of !i'late, when he 
was determined to let Aim go. 

14 But ye denied the Holy One and the 
Just, and desired a murderer to be granted 
unto you ; 

15 And killed the Prince of life, whom God 
hath raised from the dead; whereof we are 
witnesses. 

16 And his name, through faith in his name, 
hath made this man strong, whom ye see and 
know: yea, the faith which is by him hath 
given him this perfect soundness in the pres- 
ence of you all. 


AMERICAN REVISION 


11 And as he held Peter and John, all the 
people ran together unto them in the ' porch 
that is called Solomon's, greatly wondering. 
12 And when Peter saw it, he answered unto 
the people, Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye 
at this ?man? or why fasten ye your eyes on 
us, as though by our own power or godliness 
we had made him to walk? 13 The God of 
Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God 
of our fathers, hath glorified his *Servant 
Jesus ; whom ye delivered up, and denied be- 
fore the face of Pilate, when he had determined 
to release him. 14 But ye denied the Holy 
and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer 
to be granted unto you, 15 and killed the 
‘Prince of life ; whom God raised from the 
dead; 5 whereof we are witnesses. 16 And 
6 by faith in his name hath his name made this 
man strong, whom ye behold and know: yea, 
the faith which is through him hath given him 
this perfect soundness in the presence of you 
all 


for alms at the Beautiful gate of the temple: temple ; and they were filled with wonder and he cO th # 
and they were filled with wonder and amaze- amazement at that which had happened unto of whom ¥, om the ground of 


ment at that which had happened unto him. him. 


Lesson Calendar 
First Quarter, 1902 


x. January 5.—The Promise of Power . .. . Acts 1: 1-4 
2. January 12.—The Promise of Power Fulfilled. . Acts 2: 1-21 
3. January 19.—The Early Christian Church . Acts 2 : 37°47 
4. January 26.—The Lame Man Healed. . . . Acts 3: 1-16 
5. February 2.—The First Persecution. . 2... . Acts 4 : 1-22 
6. February 9.—The Sin of Lying. . . . . . . . Acts 4: 32to5:a1 
7. February 16.—The Second Persecution. . . . Acts 5 : 25-42 
8. February 23.—The Arrest of Stephen... . . Acts 6: 1-15 
9. March 2.—The Stoning of Stephen. . . . . . Acts 7:54 to8:2 
zo. March 9.—The Disciples Scattered... ..... Acts 8: 3-17 
ar. March 16.—The Ethiopian Converted. . .. . . . Acts 8 : 26-40 
a2. March 23.—Temperance Lesson. .... . oo o « BBR. §: Bt 


f Review. 


23. March 30,— 1 Or, Easter Lesson 


. John 20: 1-18 


% 


The world knows it is most likely to find charity at 
the door of the church. 


- 


International Home Readings 


MON. —Acts 3 : 1-16. ‘The lame man healed. 
TUES.—Acts 3 : 17-26. Peter's exhortation. 
WED.—Matt. 9: 1-8. Command with power, 
THURS.—Luke to : 1-9, 17-20. Healing power. 
Fri.—John 5: 1-9. Christ's healing word. 
Sat.—Phil. 2: 1-11. The exalted name. 
SUN.—John 20: 24-31. Life through his name. 


(These Home Readings are the selections of the International 
Bible Reading Association.) 
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The Lesson Outline 
By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 


The Picture of a Soul's Salvation 


I. A SINNER S CONDITION 

«. Deformed 

Lame from his mother s womb (v. 2). 
in my flesh dwelleth no good thing (Rom. 7 : 18) 
2. Needy: 

To ask alms of them that entered (v. 2) 
Vhou art the wretched ind poor and naked (Rev. 

3:07) 

3. Outside God's House : 

Latd daily at the door of the temple (v. 2) 


Ve were... separate from Christ, alienated (Eph. 2: 12). 


1 Or, portico * Or, thing *%Or, Child See Mt. 12. 18; Is. 42. 1; 52.13; 53.11. *Or, Author & Or, 
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Il, A SEEKER’'S FINDING, 
1. Seeing: 
Seeing Peter and John (v. 3). 
Now is the... . day of salvation (2 Cor. 6: 2). 
2. Asking: 
Asked to receive an alms (v. 3). 
Ask, and it shall be given you (Matt. 7 : 7). 


3- Helped : 
Took him by the right hand (v. 7). 
Touched him, . . . Be thou made clean (Matt. 8 : 2, 3). 
Ill. A SAVED MAN’S REJOICING, 
1. Power: 


Received strength (v. 7). 
In Christ, he is a new creature (2 Cor. 5 : 17). 
2. Worship: 

Entered with them into the temple (v. 8). 
Fellow-citizens with the saints (Eph. 2: 18, 19). 


3- Praise : 
The people saw him, ... praising God (v. 9). 
Thanks unto the Father . . . made us meet (Col. 1 : £2). 
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Every miracle is a parable. 
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Lesson Surroundings and 
Critical Notes 


By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


ggrenety- temple enclosure, particularly the 

Beautiful Gate and Solomon's Porch, The lat- 
ter on the eastern side, overlooking the Kidron valley, 
on a terrace supposed to be a relic of Solomon's 
Temple. ‘The site of the former is uncertain, the 
most probable one being ‘the central gate on the 
eastern side, leading from the court of the Gentiles to 
the court of the women. Other views : the outer en- 
trance at the southwest corner; or, the great inner 
gate Nicanor, opening on the inner court. 

Time.—Not indicated ; possibly during the year 
A.D. 30, but probably after a longer interval. The 
time of day was 3 P. M. and after. It is here held 
that chapters 1 to 9:19 cover about seven years. 
Many hold to a briefer period,—from one to three 
years. 


Critical Notes 

Verse 1.—/eter and John were going up: ‘To- 
gether'’ belongs to chapter 2: 47 ; see ‘‘ Notes"’ on 
that verse.—/nto the temple : Compare 2 : 46.— The 
ninth hour: At the time of the evening sacrifice ; the 
other hours of prayer were the third and sixth ; that 
is, 9 A. M. and noon. 

Verse 2.—I/WVas carried: While Peter and John 
were going up.—A?¢ the door: **Gate'’ in verse to. 
—Beautiful: The Greek word suggests freshness and 
bloom as much as beauty. On the locality see Les- 
son Surroundings. 

Verse 3.—About to go; They would pass through 
this gate to reach the usual place of prayer.—Asked 
to receive an alms: So the Greek. 

Verse 6.—IVhat I have, that give I thee: More 
literal than the Authorized Version.— Walk: The 
best authorities omit ‘‘rise up and.”’ 

Verse 7.— 700k him : The term is often rendered 
‘‘seize,'" or ‘*take hold on.’’—F¢eet: Literally, 
‘«steps,’’ then the means of walking.— Received 
strength: Literally, ‘‘were made firm.'’ The ac- 
count is such as a physician, like Luke, would write. 

Verse 8.—And leaping up. A stronger term than 
‘‘leaping,’’ in the latter part of the verse.—And he 
entered: This was a sequel to the cure. 

Verse 10.— 700k knowledge of him: As the verb 
is often rendered.— Beautiful Gate ; See on verse 2. 
The word ‘‘Gate'’ is here a proper name. 

Verse 11.—And as he held: So the older authori- 
ties.—Jn the porch: Or, ‘‘portico."’ One of several 
long colonnades outside the temple courts. —<So/o- 
mon's: Compare chapter 5 :12; John 10:23. It 
was near the Beautiful Gate, whatever the locality of 
the latter. —Greatly wondering: Placed last for em- 
phasis. 





Verse 12.—At this man: Or, ‘‘thing,’’ the Greek 
pronoun admitting of either sense.—Fasten ye your 
eyes: The same verb as in verse 4.—CGodliness : So 
rendered everywhere else in the Authorized Version. 

Verse 13.— The God of Abraham: Many manu- 
scripts repeat ‘‘the God"’ before ‘of Isaac’’ and 
‘of Jacob,"’ giving greater emphasis.—Hath glori- 
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fied; By this miracle, there being no direct reference 
to the exaltation of Jesus. —H/s Servant Jesus : Or, 
««Child.”’ and 
was applied to children and servants. A different 
word is used in the phrase “Son of God.’ . The 


The term means, literally, ‘‘ boy,’’ 


reference is, doubtless, to the Old Testament phrase, 
‘«Servant of Jehovah,'’ which the Jews accepted as a 
title of the Messiah. — Whom ye deliveredup: ‘‘Ye"' 
is emphatic, and contrasted with ‘‘God"’ in verse 15. 
—Denied before the face of Pilate: Before him as 
judge. See the Gospel accounts, and notice how 
each detail adds force to Peter's indictment. 

Verse 14.—Aut ye: Again emphatic.— 7he Holy 
and Righteous One: A further designation of the 
Messiah. —Asked for: Stronger than ‘‘ desired.’’—.A 
murderer: Literally, ‘‘a man a murderer ;"’ namely, 
Barabbas.— 70 be granted unto you: As a favor, the 
verb suggests. 

Verse 15.— Killed the Prince of life: The climax. 
The word is rendered ‘Captain ’’ and ‘‘ Author’’ in 
Hebrews 2: 10 and 12:2. Probably both ideas are 
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combined here. He is the source of eternal life, and 
he leads into it.— IV’hom God raised from the dead: 
In contrast with what they had done, as just described. 

Verse 16.—By faith in his name: Put first in the 
Greek. or ‘‘on the 
ground of,’’ faith in the name of Jesus on the part of 
the apostles, and also of the lame man.—/Hath his 
name made this man strong : ‘* His name’ had been 
used (v. 6). ‘* Made corresponds with 
‘received strength'’ (v. 7).—Beho/d: Implying that 
they were looking at him. — 7he faith which is through 
him: This faith itself was ‘‘ through him ;'’ he was 
its author as well as its object.— 7his perfect sound- 
ness in the presence of you all; ‘The last phrase differs 
from that in verse 14. 


” 


The miracle was wrought ‘‘ by, 


strong "’ 


The account of the cure ends 
here, the application follows. 
WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
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Christ leaves all power with those who are willing 
to leave their possessions for him. 
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What the Name Can Do Through Faith 


By Alexander McLaren, D.D. 


rs ANY wonders and signs’’ had already been 
done by the apostles, but this miracle is 
related because it led to the first persecution by the 
rulers, who probably had been hitherto restrained by 
the favor with which the populace regarded the fol- 
Luke selects his incidents carefully, 
so as to mark the sequence of events 
and the development of the church. 
We note, first, the preliminaries of . 
The story is vividly told, 
with details which have the air of com- 


lowers of Jesus. 


the miracle. 


ing from an eyewitness, and are full of 
local color and obvious truthfulness. 
The two apostles keep the Jewish hours 
of prayer. They have no thought of 
separating themselves from their nation 
Peter is 

John 
and he have special ties, but-he is actor 
and speaker, while John is silent, though 
Notice how Peter sinks 
himself when he speaks to the people 


and its religious observances. 


put first as a matter of course. 


concurring. 


of the miracle, saying ‘‘ us’’ and ‘ we.”’ 
The cripple is being carried to his ac- 
customed place by the gate, in time to 
catch the worshipers flocking in, just as 
to-day one sees deformities of all sorts 
at the doors of mosks and Continental 
churches. He is settled in his accus- 
tomed place as the two pass in, and 
raises his accustomed whine half me- 
chanically, and not looking at them ; 
for Peter has to draw his attention to 
them by his sharp command, ‘‘ Look 


on us."" How vividly we are made to 
see the dull, listless mendicant, repeat- 
ing his petition while his eyes wandered 
toward the next comer, and how we see 
him ‘‘ giving heed,’’ effectually roused 
into expectation! Do not we, too, 
sometimes lie at the gate of the tem- 
ple, and pour out listless, oft-repeated petitions, with 
little realization of the Person besought, and little ex- 
pectation of answers? And is not half the hindrance 
to our receiving better gifts than we expect removed 





The photograph of the Temple of Aboo Simbel reproduced in the 
Times of October 26, 1901, was incorrectly credited; the credit and 
copyright should have been given to Edward L. Wilson, the well- 
known photographer of Bible scenes 


when we are quickened to look on the Giver, and 
give heed, expecting to receive something of him ? 
The actual miracle was wrought by a word of power 
and by an outstretched hand. In the former, the 
noble poverty acknowledged and the nobler confidence 
asserted are remarkable, ‘Silver and gold have I 





The muezzin's call to prayer 


none’’ is not a complaint, a regret, or an excuse. 
The consciousness of being penniless need hamper 
no man whose heart is set on helping his fellows, if 
he has Christ in his heart. The possessions of a 
Christian pauper are richer than the wealth of a 
millionaire, and they impel to give, whereas worldly 


wealth tempts to keep. All men ought to say, ‘‘Such 
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as I have give I thee,’’ but it is only the spirit of 
Jesus in us that really moves us to say so thoroughly 
and habitually. He is a poor Christian, and has 
very little of what he supposes himself to have, who 
is content to eat his morsel alone. The quiet tone of 
absolute confidence is no less remarkable. Is this 
the man who, some two months ago, was frightened 
out of his wits and out of his faith by a maid-servant's 
What 
saint and a hero? 


sharp tongue? has transformed him into a 
What has made him so sure of 
the power that he ‘‘has'’ ? The psychological prob- 
lem presented by the change on Peter and the rest is 
only explicable by the resurrection and ascension, 
with the following Pentecost. If Jesus died, and did 
not rise, utter discouragement and disillusionment 
would have scattered the disciples, and Peter would 
have been back to Galilee to brood over ruined 
hopes, and would not have been there in the temple, 
triumphing in ‘‘the Name.’’ Observe how he takes 
the very name that had, a few weeks before, been 
nailed on the cross, ‘‘ Jesus the Nazarene,’’ and 
embeds in the middle of it the sacred Jewish title, 
‘«Christ."* What he had once said at a moment of in- 
sight and exaltation, amidst the circle of disciples, has 
now become his message to his countrymen, and he is 
not afraid to ring out his faith in Jesus as Messiah at 
the very portals of the temple. The word was a chal- 
lenge to all gainsayers, an appeal to the cripple’s 
faith, a declaration of the true source of the miracle. 
We mark the contrast between our Lord’s manner 
of working miracles and this. Nothing is more 
characteristic of the former than the calm assumption 
in them all of inherent power, and in the latter there 
is evident scrupulous care to disclaim such. Jesus 
habitually did what Moses was shut out from the prom- 
ised land for doing, —worked miracles in his own name. 
Jesus’ servants were ever eager to point 
to his name as the source of their im- 
parted, delegated power. In the address 
to the eager crowd which had come 
together round the trio in Solomon's 
porch, Peter lays stress on the same 
point, disclaiming any virtue in John 
and himself, and pointing to Jesus the 
Christ as the doer. 
forward 


There, too, he puts 
‘‘the Name’’ as the healer. 
But he brings in a reference to ‘ faith 
in his name”’ as 


concerned in the 


miracle. Whose faith,—his 


the cripple’s, or both ? 


own, or 
Nothing in the 
narrative shows faith on the cripple’s 
part, though, no doubt, Peter's words 
appealed to him for trust in Christ's 
healing power. But it seems 
probable that the faith spoken of is 
Peter's own faith, which was the condi- 
tion on which he became a channel of 
that power. That 
effectual Christian 


most 


is the law for all 
work, Our faith 
opens the door for the entrance into 
us of Christ's healing, saving might 
If we clog tne channel, the life-giving 
water will not flow through it. 

But Peter did 
with the word of power. 


not content himself 
His heart 
bade him get nearer the lame man, and 
so he stretched out his hand and lifted 
him. It was a natural instinct, and it 
was a help, not only to the weak limbs, 
hut to the slow-moving trust. He could, 
no doubt, have struggled up without the 
apostle’s hand, but he did it more easily, lightly, 
and assuredly, when he was gripped by it. It is not 
enough to stand over the lame and to fling down the 
Name to them ; we must put out sympathetic, clasp- 
ing hands, if we would help them to rise. Much so- 
called Christian work fails just because the doers (or, 


rather, the sayers) forget that Peter did two things for 
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his cripple, and think that to do one of the two is 
enough. The description of the man’s exuberant de- 
light in using his limbs for the first time, ‘* leaping 
up,’’ then for a moment standing, to steady himself 
and get accustomed to the strange sensations, and 
then soberly beginning to walk, but soon ‘‘ leaping’’ 
for pure light-heartedness and enjoyment of his novel 
power, and withal singing loud praises to God, moves 
one to sympathize with him, and is surely from an 
eye-witness. 
hart."’ 


‘«Then shall the lame man leap as a 
Christ gives the use of unused capacities, and 
joy in using them, Our best recompense to the name 
that cures all infirmities, even congenital ones, and 
quickens all faculties, is joyfully to use the powers 
that he frees from their paralysis, and to let them 
take us into the temple, there to sing out in inen’s 
what He has done for our souls. 


MANCHESTER, ENGLAND. 


hearing 
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The name of Jesus is impotent on the lips unless it 
has been branded on the life. 








Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By Mrs. Ghosn-el-Howie 


- HE Hour oF PRrayer.'’—Stated hours of 

prayer are observed to-day with great regu- 
larity by the devout. ‘The muezzin announces the 
hour of prayer five times during the twenty-four 
hours, the ‘‘ninth hour'’’ being one of them. 
Mohammedan is far this call 
than other denominations when 
they hear Dack el Sullah, the bell for prayer. I 
was particularly struck, while in Damascus, with the 


picturesqueness of the muezzin. 


The 
more attentive to 


are followers of 


We were staying 
near a mosk, and in the hush of the evening the 
figure of the muezzin would ‘stand out in the clear 
moonlight, on the balcony of the tapering minaret, 
while his clear sonorous voice would trill out in won- 
derfully musical crescendoes and diminuendoes ‘the 
eternal truth and the accompanying fiction,’’ ‘‘ There 
is no deity but Allah, and Muhammed is his apostle,’ 
whereupon the devout drop their work, or rise from 
sleep, to pray. 

‘AT THE TEMPLE. ... TO ASK 
Atms.’'—We allowed here to forget our 
Lord's saying, ‘* Ye have the poor always with you,’ 


GATE OF THE 


are Lot 
for they remind us constantly of their presence at the 
door. Hardly has one gone before another comes, 
and the exercise of our patience and forbearance is 
greater than the tax on our generosity, for they will 
accept a few scraps of bread or a coin less in value 
than acent. We dare not send any away empty, for 
there is no organized system of relief for the poor in 
this country, and in this land of the Bible we feel 
particularly bound to obey the many injunctions to 
remember the poor (Deut. 15:11; 1 John 3: 17). 
As in the days of the apostles, the blind, the maimed, 
and the crippled, have their accustomed places near 
the doors of mosks and churches ; and it is customary 
for them to plead for an alms, not merely from 
passers-by, but more especially from the devout, who 
are going to the house of God. 

I happened lately to be in Mar Nicoola, St. Nicho- 
las (Greek Orthodox Church), Beyrout, on a Sabbath 
morning, and after worship, on descending the steps 
from the women’s gallery, was literally besieged by 
beggars, who crowded the staircase, and who were a 
positive hindrance to our exit. These beggars were 
women who plead for orphaned children or needy 
parents. 


Outside, a number of mendicants were 


doing their best to draw attention to themselves, 
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precisely as the lame, beggar who attractea the atten- 
tion of Peter and John (Acts 3 ; John g: 8) had 
done. 

SHWEIR, Mt, LEBANON, SYRIA. 
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God may deny us the cup of water to give us the 
abundant spring. 


oe 


Teaching Points 
By Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D., LL.D. 


HIS with its forces, interactions, 
changes from dead to live matter, has been past 

our finding out. It is yet. But undeniably there 
must be a higher realm of wisdom and power. No 
realm of this world is sufficient of itself for unaided 
origin or unwearied continuance. 


world laws, 


There may be evo- 
lution, but that necessitates a previous involution from 
a superior source. Confessedly, by all scientists, this 
universe began with only one force, and that the 
lowest ; that is, gravitation. Obviously, it could not 
begin itself, nor could a dozen higher forces be 
evolved out of this one and it remain undiminished. 

A superior realm being necessary for origin and 
development, we may expect to have it visibly break 
into this world occasionally. 

That it should be occasional, besides being regular, 
is necessary to its being a sign. If regular, it is called 
a law, and no wonderment of mind ensues. If occa- 
sional, it is a mind-awakener, a sign of surpassing 
power and personality. 

Our personality overmasters the laws of nature daily. 
To answer the child's prayer, ‘‘ Please, pass the but- 
ter,’ the earthly parent must overmaster gravitation. 
To answer prayers more general, the heavenly Parent 
may overmaster every law of the universe. The 
most natural thing in this world is the supernatural. 

The miracle of tongues had palled on the dull brains 
of men. A new sign or wonder was necessary. It 
was not lacking. Anew sermon was to be preached. 
There was no bell to call the audience. But a man 
well known to be a cripple from his birth, now walk- 
ing, leaping, and praisiug God, was a far more effi- 
cient cause to make all the people run together greatly 
wondering. It was an audience exceedingly well 


waked up. What did it learn? 


1. That Jesus of Nazareth still had power on earth 


(v. 6). 
2. That he helped the helpless. 
be like its head. 


3. That the blessings of God should be acknowl- 
edged. 


The Church must 


In this case, his very vehemence was neces- 
sary for gathering the people. Every man’s blessing 
should be a help to all the people. 

UNIVERSITY PARK, COLO, 
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The place of worship may be that of work. 
am 
The Lesson in Every-Day Life 


By Charles Frederic Goss, D.D. 


P aeay up into the temple at the hour of prayes 
(v. 1). What a wonderful sight it is to watch 
people thronging into churches at the ‘hour of 
prayer’’ ! 


It makes my heart beat to see them ‘‘ go- 
ing up"’ in great throngs to the workshops, dinner-pail 
in hand ; to the cemeteries, bearing flowers ; to the 
parks to watch a parade ; to the battle-field to fight. 
There is something about great masses of people, 
moved impulse, that stirs the 
thoughtful observer to feelings too deep for utterance ; 
but when I see them ‘‘ going up’’ to the temple at 
the hour of prayer, I think it more wonderful and 
beautiful than anything else. 


by any common 


For the impelling mo- 
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Think of that 
strange, deep, yearning impulse to go and meet the 
invisible God, to pour out songs to him, to listen for 
some message from him, to do something to give him 
pleasure. 


tive is the most mysterious of all. 


1 hope the day will never come when | 
can see that procession winding up to the temple and 
not be irresistibly borne along with it. 

Laid daily at the door of the temple (v. 2). There 
is one thing sure, it is still at the ‘‘ gate of the tem- 
ple’’ that the poor and the needy drink the deepest 
draughts of benevolence. ‘There are individuals (and 
innumerable ones) outside of the church who do 
deeds of sweetest charity. But it is from those organ- 
ized bodies of men who worship the ‘‘ Giver of every 
good and perfect gift’’ in his temple that through all 
the ages the streams of beneficence have flowed. If 
the people and the causes who depend on the charity 
of God's worshipers could be laid visibly around the 
doors of his temples on some Sunday morning, it 
would be an ‘‘evidence of Christianity,’ which 
would paralyze the tongue of the skeptic and the 
scoffer. 

Look on us (Vv. 4). 
as an apostle. 


Peter was a psychologist as well 
He knew the very profound truth that 
you can’t do much with a man until you ‘ get his 
eye.’’ Little Bill's father will never let him talk with 
him at all unless he ‘gets his eye.’ ‘‘ Look me in 
the eye,’’ he says, when the little shaver ‘‘ wabbles"' 
and ‘‘hedges’’ about some wrong deed which he is 
trying to explain away. and 
But 
‘« Little Bill, look me in the 
You can't lie when your eyes are looking 


squarely into mine."’ 


I've seen him wink 
blink as if trying to look up at a mid-day sun. 
his father is inexorable. 
eye. 
And he always makes him 
look every one else in the eye, even when he says 
‘«Good-morning,’’ or asks a question or a favor. 
Watch out for the man who cannot look you in the 
eye. I cannot talk to such people. 
coming, my lips won't move. ‘‘ Friends, Romans, 
countrymen, lend me your ears,"’ 


My words stop 


sad Antony when 
he addressed the citizens about the murder of Cwsar. 


‘ Personally, I will take my chances on getting people's 


ears if I can only hold their eyes. When they close, 
or look down, or wander, I am dumb. In private 
conversation I hold it to be an insult or a discourtesy 
to look away from any one who is addressing us. So 
is it in public. 

Of all dan- 


I believe 


Butwhat I have, that give / thee (v. 6). 
gerous gifts, that of money is the most so. 
that not one person out of a hundred can receive it 
without being harmed by it. 
and I know. 


I have been tempted, 
I have made more sincere efforts not 
to become grasping or to grow ungrateful for gifts of 
money than could be written in a book. Be sure of 
your man before you give him money. Give him 
what Peter and John did,—love, sympathy, a helping 
hand, and do it without much fear. But money! It 
is like putting the wine-cup to his lip. And be care- 
ful take it. Go first to the altar, and ask 
God to keep you from ingratitude. 


how you 
In an outburst of 
cynicism, Maxim Gorky exclaims(in Foma Gordyéeff), 
‘« There is not on earth a more disgusting and repul- 
sive man than the one who bestows an alms, nor a 
more unhappy one than the man who accepts it.’’ 
This is brutal, bitter, and false. But it still remains 
true, that to be able to receive gifts of money, and yet 
retain self-respect, appreciation, gratitude, is a sign of 
a noble soul. 

Walking, and leaping, and praising God (v. 8). 
Most beneficiaries ‘‘ take it out’’ in ‘‘ walking and 
leaping.’’ Few either thank the secondary or adore 
the primary cause of their good fortune. What a 
fine, noble old beggar that blind man must have 
been! He had kept enough youthful enthusiasm to 
walk and leap, and had religion enough to trace his 
blessing to God's good providence. There is no 
mental or moral discipline comparable to that of 
forcing one’s self remorselessly, day by day, to see 
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God's hand in health, in clothing, in food, in for- 
tune. A thoughtful invocation said over our food 
three times a day is the greatest single means of spir- 
itual culture which I can name. 


CINCINNATI, OHIO, 
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The touch of the hand in sympathy may be as 
necessary as the calling on His name in faith. 


bal 


Hints for the Superintendent 
By A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 


— the two apostles who were’ going to the 

temple to pray. Whom did they see at one of 
the temple gates? How long had this man been 
lame? What was he doing at the temple gate? 
What did he ask of Peter and John? What was 
Peter's reply? What did Peter do to him? When 
the man was healed, what did he at once do? How 
did the people feel when they saw the lame man 
walking ? Did Peter take any of the credit of this 
miracle to himself? To whom did he give the credit 
of the healing of the man ? 

Now call attention to the fact that our Lord be- 
stowed a great blessing on the apostles when he gave 
them power to heal the sick. But what if they had 
kept this power to themselves ? Would it not have 
been mean? ‘They well understood that they had re- 
ceived this blessing so as to be able to pass on the 
benefits it gave to others. So we see that they not 


only got, but gave, blessings to others. Now put on 


ed 
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the board the words, A Great Blessing. Got One, 
Gave One. Now ask whether we have ourselves re- 
ceived any blessing from God. Draw out some of 
the blessings that we have received. But, if we do 
not bless others, is it not mean on our part? He 
who gets, and keeps, is nothing less than a miser. 
What, then, is the lesson for us this day? It is this. 
Each of us is to seek to get the greatest blessing that 
we can, and is then to try and pass it on to others. 
Now change the letters, so as to read, ‘‘Get and 
Give,’’ and you have the application of the truth for 
to-day. Then lead in prayer that this may be our 
daily action. 





A GREAT BLESSING 


ave ONE 


New York Ciry. 
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Suggested Hymns and Psalms 
(References in parentheses are to ‘‘ Bible Songs '’) 


‘* Sweet hour of prayer.”’ Psalm tar : 1-8. 
‘* Thine arm, O Lord, in days of old." (180 : 1-3.) 


on . Bea ite Psalm 145 : 17-21. 
‘The God of Abraham praise. - ee 


215 : 13-10.) 
‘*My God, how endless is thy love.”’ Psalm 130 : 1-8. 
‘1 will sing of my Redeemer."’ (193 : I-4) 
pa : deg Psalm 16: 5-11). 
Rescue the perishing. (een : toa) 
‘Take the name of Jesus with you.'’ Psalm 72 8-14. . 
“Oh for a faith that will not shrink." (97 : 3-5-) 


- 








fe 


\GRADED HELPS, 








International Beginners’ Course 
Teaching Hints by George H. Archibald 


This lesson, which is No. 2 in the series as it is conducted 
for those who use The Sunday School Times, is No. 19 in the 
one year's course of lessons as originally planned by the Les- 
son Committee. The course was begun in these columns last 
week. The entire list of lesson topics and selections will be 
mailed free upon application to the Editor. 


For Sunday, January 26 

Lesson 19: The Visit of the Wise Men (Matt. 
2: t-tl. 

Theme for Lessons 18 to 21: Babyhood and Boy- 
hood of Jesus. 

Golden Text for Lessons 18 and 19: For God so 
loved the world, that he cave his only begotten Son, 
—John 3: 16. 

Result Sought : 

A loving desire to bring gifts to Jesus. 

1. PREPARATION FOR LESSON STORY. 

(1.) Mental preparation, Eegin the lesson by a 
talk to the children about carrying the Christmas 
gifts. 

Did you carry a gift at Christmas time? Did you 
How did they hold it ? 
How far did they have to take it? Were the ones to 


see any one else doing so? 


whom you carried your gift glad to receive it? Did 
it make you feel glad to give it to them? etc. Have 
the conversation free, but do not allow one scholar to 
monopolize the whole of it. 

(2.) Physical preparation. Some physical exercise 
is necessary before the lesson story is told. If you 
feel you cannot have the children imitate the physical 
activities of the wise men suggested below, be sure 
that some arm, leg, and body movements are partici- 


pated in. At least give them a walk around the 
school or church, and have them pretend that they 
are carrying a Christmas gift to some one. Failure 
to gain and keep attention is largely due to a lack of 
appreciation of the physical nature of the child. 
‘What the child imitates, he begins to understand."’ 
The teacher will help the child in this lesson if she 
can inspire him to imitate the wise men. 
pretend that we are the wise men. 
will— 

(a) Bow our heads on our hands, and think a little 
bit what nice things we can bring to Jesus. (+) We 
will roll them up carefully, and put them in the bags 
that hang on the camel's back. (c) Watching the 
(2) Halting when the star 
stopped. (¢) Asking for and finding the Christ- 
child. (/) Bringing the gifts, and laying them at 
Jesus’ feet. 


Let us 
Like them, we 


star, and following it. 


2. THE LEsson Srory. 

Our story to-day is about three men who carried 
gifts to a King,—a baby King. Long, long ago these 
men lived in a far-away country. They knew that 
some day God was going to send the Christ-child to 
the earth, but they didn't know where, and they 
didn’t know when, he would be born. They only 
wanted to find out, so that they could go and see him 
and bring him gifts. One night, when they were 
looking up into the sky, and talking with one another, 
they saw a newstar. Then they knew that the Christ- 
child Jesus was born, for this was to be the sign. At 
once they made ready to go and worship the baby 
King. Hastily, but with much love, the prepara- 
tions for the journey were made. Precious gifts were 


carefully packed in the saddle-bags which hung on 


VOL. 44, NO. 2 


their camels’ backs. See the camels as they kneel 
down and let the men get upon their backs. All 
through the long night they journeyed. They kept 
watching the star which went ahead of them, and they 
followed it. 
shining, they rested, but, when night came, on they 
went again. At last the star seemed to stop right over 
the place where the shepherds, of whom we learned 
last Sunday, found the babe. As soon as the wise 
men saw that the star stood still, they got down from 
their camels’ backs, and went into the stable. There 
they found the baby Jesus with Mary his mother. 
The wise men looked at the baby a moment, then 
said to Mary, ‘‘Is this the promised Christ-child ?'’ 
And Mary said, ‘‘It is he." How glad they were 
that at last they had found him! “Then they fell 
But that was 


During the day, when the sun was 


upon their knees and worshiped him. 
not all. They each brought their gifts of gold and 
sweet-smelling perfume, and gave them to the baby 
boy. They then went back to their homes rejoicing 
that they had found the child whom God told them 


he would send. What is our Golden Text ? 


3. THE TRUTH EMPHASIZED. 

How do you know that the wise men loved the 
Christ-child? Boys and girls cannot bring gifts to 
Jesus just as the wise men did, but I want to tell you 
a story about a little boy who made Jesus happy by 
the gifts he brought to those who needed them. 

Space forbids a story or stories. One was pub- 
lished in the columns of The Sunday School Times 
with the recent Christmas lesson. 

Some incidents which are capable of imitation of 
children giving will answer the purpose. Cast these 
incidents into story form, if you can, for stories are 
the best ‘‘image-forming material'’ we can present 
to the child. Cultivate the art of making stories and 
telling them. 

Blackboard 

Pin Lerolle’s picture, the ‘‘ Arrival of the Shep- 
herds,’’ to one end of the blackboard. Pin a star and 
a picture of the wise men to the other end of the 
board. Sketch the intervening hills and desert coun- 
try. As the wise men and camels journey westward, 
move star and picture till at last the star stands still 
over the picture first mentioned. 


Picture 


[A leaflet will be sent free, by the Editor, telling where such pictures 
as these may be obtained. ] 


Worship of the Wise Men, by Hofmann. 
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The following three lesson articles—Primary, Intermediate, 
and Senior—are on the general International Lesson (see p. 23). 


For the Primary Teacher 
By George H. Archibald 


1. Topic for the Quarter: Messengers of Cheer. 
il. Lesson Topic: Helpfulness. 
Hl. Result Sought: 

Determination to be helpful messengers of cheer. 
IV. Starting-Points : 


(Note.—Starting-point No. 1 is used in the development of this 
lesson. ‘The others are merely suggestive, and may be used by the 
teacher, if preferred. | 


1. Who likes to help father ? 
What are crutches for ? 


w 


3. Do you know any one who is lame ? 
4. A talk about beggars. 


V. Steps in the Teaching Process. 
1. PREPARATION FOR THE LESSON STORY. 
Who likes to help father when he is doing some- 
thing ? 
her? 


Who helps mother? How do you help 
2. THE Lesson Story. 

Our lesson to-day is about two of the messengers of 
cheer, and what they did to help somebody. Peter 


and John were two of Jesus’ friends. One day they 
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went up to the temple to pray. As they passed 
through the gate, they saw lying there a poor lame 
man. He had always been lame, and had never 
been able to run through the streets and the fields as 
you and I have done. He couldn't play the games we 
love to play together. He was so poor that he had to 
beg, and every day some of his friends carried him 
to the temple, and laid him down beside the gate 
called ‘‘ Beautiful.’’ After they had passed the lame 
man, Peter and John heard him calling out to them 
to give him something. Peter and John had no 
money to give the lame beggar, but they belonged to 
the band of messengers of cheer, and wanted to help 
him. Iam sure Jesus helped them to help the lame 
man, for Peter turned, and said to him, ‘ Silver and 
gold have I none ; but what I have, that give I thee. 
In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk. And 
he took him by the right hand, and raised him up: 
and immediately his feet and ankle-bones received 
strength. And leaping up, he stood, and began to 
walk; and he entered with them into the temple, 
walking, and leaping, and praising God. 

Peter and John were messengers of cheer to the 
lame man. 

3. TRANSITION. 

Who were Peter and John? To what band did 
they belong? Where were they going one day? 
What did they see lying at the gate Beautiful? What 
do you know about the lame man? 
and John help him ? 


How did Peter 
Who helped them to help him ? 
4. THE TRUTH EMPHASIZED. 

Boys and girls cannot cure the sick and lame as 
Jesus did, nor can they do for them what Peter and 
John did, but they can be helpful messengers of 
cheer. 

I want to tell you how two girls and a boy became 
helpful messengers of cheer. 

‘*Good-by, dears. Is my crutch where I can reach 
it? Yes, here it is, down by my chair. Rose, hand 
me that large handkerchief to tie around the top of 
it where it hurts my shoulder. 
weariness this crutch is ! 


Oh, dear! what a 
Now, good-by. Don't be 
late at school."’ 

With kisses and good-bys, Rose and Eleanor 
tripped away. Tommy, on the floor behind his 
mother’s chair, picking up the marbles he had been 
rolling to Fido to jump after, stopped for a moment 
at the sound of his mother's words. 

She had been suffering from a bad sprain, which 
had kept her at first confined to a couch, after which 
she had contrived to go about with the help of a 
crutch. Tommy had more than once before heard 
her speak of how it hurt her shoulder and made her 
arm ache. 

A sudden thought came to him,—not a very wise 
thought, perhaps, but born of a very loving wish to 
make things easier for his mother. If the crutch 
were out of the way, it could not hurt her. Then she 
could not tire herself going about, but would have to 
sit and rest all the day. 

To think was to act with Tommy. With a heart 
very full of the importance of what he was doing, he 
quietly drew the crutch from its resting-place by the 
easy-chair, then carefully raised it to the sill of the 
open window, just out of mother's sight, and lowered 
it noiselessly to the porch outside. The rest was easy, 
—only to watch that Jane, the girl in the kitchen, was 
not looking when he climbed out after it, and carried 
it to a corner of the little-used tool-house. 


* * * * * 


Tommy took his lunch to school, being anxious to 
play with the boys during the noon hour. But when 
the little girls came home, their mother said : 

‘« Girls, where is my crutch? I haven't walked a 
step this whole morning.”’ 

The little maids turned to their mother with an 


overflow of tender feeling, after they had looked 
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awhile, and could not find the crutch anywhere, and 
said : 

‘‘O mama! never mind. 
crutches for you. 


We're going to be 
We'll do everything for you. You 
must sit still like a queen, and we'll be your ladies- 
in-waiting, just as it is in history. Yes, you don’t 
like to sit in a room that is untidy like this. 
run and get the sweeper. 
dust.”’ 

Fast flew hands and feet, finishing the room with a 
bouquet for mother's table. 


Rose, 
Now you sweep and I'll 


Later a dainty lunch 
was brought to her, Jane having been inspired to her 
best efforts by being left to herself. 

‘«] *most wish that crutch was lost every day,'’ said 
Rose. 


’ 


‘¢«Tommy,’’ said his mother, as the small boy 
came in, ‘‘ my crutch has been lost all day. 
know anything about it ?’’ 

Tommy dropped his eyes guiltily. Not once had 
he thought of it since hiding it in the corner-house. 

‘“‘O mama! I—you said it hurt you, and I hid 
it."’ He waited for a rebuke. 

‘* How did you think I could get about without 
it ?'’ asked mama gently. 

‘‘] didn’t want you to get about,’’ said he, still 
more dolefully. ‘‘ You said it hurt you to,— and they 
said you ought to rest, and ’’— ‘ 


Do you 





‘‘Never mind, Tommy,"’ said Eleanor. ‘* Per- 
haps it was naughty to do it, but*after this we're all 
going to be crutches for mama, whether she has her 
crutch or not.’’ 

They were messengers of cheer,—weren't they ? 

How many boys and girls in this class are going to 
be helpful messengers of cheer for mother this week? 

Memory verse: ‘* Bear ye one another's burdens’’ 
(Gal. 6 : 2). 


VI. Summary of Lesson Steps 


The ‘Truth 


Emphasized. Helpfulness, 








Questions on the Lesson 
Story which draw from the 
children the Central Truth 


Transition. 








The Lesson | _. 
Story. The lame man healed. 





Preparation 
for Lesson 


Who likes to help father ? 
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Love is never content to give less than life. 


on 


For the Intermediate Teacher 
By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


Eigse lesson, which includes the entire chapter, is 
an introduction to the one that follows it. It 
explains the reason for the opposition and persecution 
by the Jews which developed the courage of Christ's 
disciples, and resulted in scattering them into re- 
gions more and more distant, where they planted new 
churches. Keep these things in mind as you teach, 
and prepare your pupils to understand the action of 
the public officials which gave the disciples a new 
opportunity to preach Christ. 
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But the first questions naturally asked, both by the 
disciples and the people, concerning the new com- 
pany which professed repentance for sin, and faith in 
Jesus Christ, would be : What was to be its charac- 
ter? How would it differ from the Jewish church? 
What would it try to do for men? Luke, in telling 
the story of the new church, chose this incident of 
the lame man healed to answer these questions. You 
can bring out the facts of the story by asking your 
class to state them in the order of their occurrence, or 


by giving a brief picturesque description. Then 
emphasize these two lessons : 

1. The Daily Life in the New Church. Perhaps 
some months had passed since Pentecost. The acts 


described in the last lesson had become settled habits. 
Most evident were these : 

(1.) The habit of worship. Peter and John were 
going into the temple at the daily hour of prayer. 
The other disciples went also (Acts 2: 46). They 
kept up daily prayer in their homes. They broke 
bread together, in remembrance of their crucified 
Lord. They realized already the widening difference 
between their belief and that of other Jews. But they 
kept the habit of going to the temple till they were 
made to feel that they had no place there, and till 
they had regular worship of their own. Those who 
purpose to be disciples of Christ will worship God 
together, keep the Sabbath, and honor God in public. 

(2.) The habit of giving. 
and healed the sick. 


Christ fed the hungry 
He taught his disciples that 
their destiny would be determined by their treatment 
of the needy (Matt. 25 : 34-46). Beggars went then 
as now to get help where men worship God. The 
lame man knew the gate of the temple was the place 
to get help. The Christian church has since then 
taught the world the beauty of organized charity. 
Orphanages, homes, and hospitals claim from Chris- 
tians now what individual beggars asked then, and 
they are not denied. 

(3.) The habit of serving. Peter and John had no 
money, but they gavéto the lame man the life and 
power of Christ that was in them. That command 
(v. 6) put new life into him, and made him a new 
man. So Christians put heart into the discouraged, 
arouse their ambitions, and open ways for them to do 
honorable service, till they become as surprised at 
themselves and as grateful to God as did the lame 
man. 

2. The Message of the New Church. Jesus had 
healed the sick, given sight to the blind, made the 
lame to walk. Would his power, after his ascen- 
sion, continue through the church? The lame man 
healed gave Peter the text to answer that question by 
a sermon as effective as his first one. 

Show your pupils that Christ's miracles were the 
symbol, not the end, of his mission. They pro- 
claimed that he was the deliverer and Saviour of men. 
He gave men, not silver and gold, but manhood. 
Through him his disciples had healed one man. 
Through him they invited all their hearers to become 
new men, that their sins might be blotted out. His 
name was to them above every name. His death at 
the hands of the Jews was the greatest of crimes. His 
resurrection was the crowning evidence that he was 
the Prince of Life. They pointed to him as the 
highest authority, possessing the supreme power of 
God. 

Because Christ died and rose again our sins are 
forgiven, if we trust in him. God ‘sent him to bless 
you, in turning away every one of you from your in- 
iquities."’ He gives new life, eternal life, to those 
who repent, trust him, receive through him the Holy 
Spirit, and live together as his disciples to continue 
his work in the world. This is the gospel These 
are the truths we believe and teach. 


Suggestive Questions 
1. The Way the Disciples of Christ Lived. When 
and why were Peter and John going up to the temple? 
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Why did they continue to worship as Jews after they 
became disciples of Christ? Why was the lame man 
carried to the temple gate to beg? Why did not the 
disciples give him money ? What did they give him? 
What did he do after he had received their gift? 
What was the effect, on tie people, of the gift bestowed 
on the lame man? How does the church now give to 
the needy? What is the impression on the world ? 

2. The Gospel which the Disciples Preached. 
Who did Peter say had made the lame man walk ? 
(v. 13.) What names did they give to Jesus? (vs. 
13-15, 20.) What had the Jews done to Jesus? How 
could they receive the blessing from the same One 
who had healed the lame man? (vs. 19, 20.) How 
did Peter use the Scriptures in his preaching? (vs. 
18, 21-25.) Why was the blessing of the Christ 
offered to the Jews first? (v. 26.) ‘To whom is the 
What is the gospel 
which Jesus commissions and commands all his dis- 
ciples to preach ? 

BosTON. 


blessing now offered? (v. 25.) 


% 


Christian calisthenics will move the hand in philan- 
thropy, as well as the knees in prayer. 


og 
The Senior Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 


Successful Exercise of Apostolic Power 
]. THE GENERAL PREPARATION (Acts 3 : 1-26). 
[For each member of th. Bible class.] 

How long the period cf ideal happiness, peace, 
and unity continued without serious break we are not 
permitted to know. The writer of Acts, who in these 
opening sections is merely sketching the successive 
phases of the growth of the early church in numbers, 
importance, and, finally, in area, and emphasizing 
the leadership which was i1strumental in accomplish- 
ing these rapid changes, passes abruptly to an epi- 
sode which led to a crisis, since it forced the sanhedrin 
into hostile action and the infant church into inde- 
pendence (Acts 4° 19). Perhaps it happened very 
soon after the day of Pentecost. 

According to their usual custom—for all the apos- 
tles were devout and scrupulous Jews—Peter and 
John were going up to the temple to join, with many 
others, in the afternoon service of prayer. It was, 
doubtless, natural for these two long-time friends to 
go together. Their common zeal only heightened 
their affection for each other. Of them a well-known 
cripple asked an alms. He was a man of middle 
age (4:22) who had never been strong enough to 
walk alone. Peter gained his full attention, and 
aroused an expectancy—perhaps very vague—that he 
would receive a gift of some kind. Declaring that 
such a gift as the mendicant had asked for was not 
the sort that he would receive from them, Peter prom- 
ised him a better form of sympathy, and called on 
him, in the name of Jesus, to ‘‘walk,’’ at the same 
instant encouraging his faith by a grip of the hand, 
The man stood up, realized his new-found strength, 
and manifested his joy, gratitude, and comprehension 
of the real source of power, by entering the temple 
with the two apostles, leaping as he went, and utter- 
ing loud praises to God. The bystanders recognized 
him at once as the well-known cripple whom they 
had befriended for years, and were astounded and 
deeply impressed. 

A great throng gathered around them, curious to 
see the marvel. It gave Peter an opportunity which 
he was not slow to seize. Denying that the cure had 
been wrought by virtue of his own power, he ascribed 
it to God, who, glorifying his righteous servant Jesus, 
after raising him from the dead, had, 1n response to 
an act of faith, completely healed the cripple (3 : 16). 
Their cruel and vindictive treatment of Jesus was ex- 
plicable because of ignorance (3 : 17), but no longer 
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would that plea avail. Repentance was called for, 
an absolute change of base, if God was to refresh 
them by his presence and blessing until the Christ 
should appear. Such a blessing God had promised 
since the days of Abraham, and now would fulfil 
through Jesus the Christ. 

This address is quite different from that at Pente- 
cost. Note its sting‘ng antitheses in verses 13-15, 
its spirit of indepen. nce, its moral and spiritual 
earnestness. Peter still talks in Jewish phraseology. 
As Stifler suggests, he answers, as far as possible, the 
question of 1:6. Not yet has the church dreamed 
of independence. Every disciple has first-rate stand- 
ing as a devout and righteous Jew. 

REFERENCE LITERATURE, 


II 

| Note by the Editor.—None of the books named are neces- 

| sary in following these studies. The references to them are col- 

| lated only for those who wish to use them. Yet Professor Sanders 
has prepared, especially for these lessons, the most careful and 
exhaustive list of books on the study of the Acts ever presented 

| with a course of this sort. The Sunday School Times issues it in 
the form of an attractive sixteen-page leaflet, containing also prac- 
tical suggestions on the conduct of a Senior Bible Class. It will 
he sent free, upon request, by the publishers, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia 





As usual, Stifler’s ‘‘ Introduction "’ is helpful in the 
analysis and organization of these verses, and the 


commentaries of Abbott, Hackett, or Rice, in the ex- 


planation of details. The sermon by Maurice on this 


chapter, in his ‘‘Acts of the Apostles, 
gestive. 


is very sug- 
For the customs alluded to, consult a dic- 
tionary of the Bible. 

III. QuESTIONS FOR STUDY AND DISCUSSION. 

[To be allotted in advance, by the leader, for careful consideration, 
to members of the class. The references in the brackets are to other 
lesson helps in this issue of The Sunday School Times.] 

1. Peter and John. (1.) What drew these men so 
closely together and made them bosom friends ? 

2. The Hour for Prayer. (2.) What were the 
habits of the Jews of that day in regard to public and 
private prayer? [Critical Notes: v. 1.] 

3. The Giving of Alms. (3.) How did the Jews 
regard the giving of alms—as an act of worship, or as 
a friendly act ? 

4. The Notable Miracle of Healing. (4.) Con- 
sider the progress made by Peter, when he had ac- 
quired the courage and faith adequate to such a deed 
{[McLaren: § 3]. (5.) Did the cripple himself ex- 
hibit what we may rightly call ‘‘faith’’ ? (6.) How 
did he express his assurance of healing, and his 
gratitude? 

5. lts Significance. (7.) What was the purpose of 
this miracle—to heal a lame man merely, or to work 
a visible ‘‘sign’’ of the presence of God's power? 
{[McLaren: { 5.] 

6. Peter's Address. (8.) In what respects may 
this speech be called a strategic and effective one? 
(9.) Did he finish it as completely as the one recorded 
in chapter 2 ? 

7. Titles of Jesus. (i10.) By how many is he de- 
scribed in these three chapters ? 

IV. Some LEADING THOUGHTS. 
|For general discussion under the direction of the leader.]} 

We are living up to our full duty if we always give 
such as we have with gladness and generosity. 

The one cure for a state of sin is prompt and active 
repentance ; such repentance induces spiritual revival. 

The mission of Jesus was to bless, refresh, quicken, 
purify. 

YALE UNIVERSITY. 

“ 

We participate most truly in divine service when 

we serve humanity. 


ad 


The par value of every life is the value of the ser- 
vice which that life renders to its own age. But that 
is not its whole value. Some lives are below par a 
week after the funerai ; others being dead still speak, 
and the whisper of their initial utterance swells to an 
anthem that echoes down the centuries. — William E. 
Barton. 


VOL. 44, NO. 2 





Work and Workers 
P 2 _£ A — 





The Call to the Universal Day of 
Prayer for Students 


OR several years the’ Christian student move- 
ments of Germany, Great Britain, Norway, 
Sweden, Denmark, Finland, Holland, France, Swit- 
zerland, the United States,, Canada, South Africa, 
Australasia, and also Japan, China, India, Ceylon, and 
other mission lands, have united in observing the 
second Sunday of February as a universal day of 
prayer for students. 
countries give facts showing that the observance ol 
this day of prayer has been attended with most grati- 


Reports received from over thirty 


fying spiritual results in all parts of the world. The 
General Committee of the World's Student Christian 
Federation, composed of official representatives ol 
all these movements, hereby calls upon all Christian 
student organizations, and upon Christians in gene- 
ral, to observe Sunday, February 9, 1902, as a day of 
special prayer on behalf of students. 

Unbelief, indifference, and other difficulties, should 
not be permitted by any one who is interested in the 
progress of the kingdom of Christ among students to 
keep him from doing all in his power to enlist in their 
interest the definite and earnest prayers of Christians. 
The teachings of Christ himself-on united prayer, 
the prayer achievements of the early Christians, the 
signal triumphs of prayer in the life of all spiritual 
movements, should encourage us to work for and to 
expect a large spiritual fruitage in connection with the 
coming day of prayer. 

On behalf of the General Committee of the World’s 
Student Christian Federation. 

KARL FRIES, Chairman, 
Stockholm, Sweden, 
Joun R. Mott, Gen'/ Sec’ y, 
3 West Twenty-ninth Street, New York City. 


Send to the secretary for a leaflet giving special 
Grounds for Thanksgiving and suggesting Objects 
for Intercession. 


‘<_0 


Montclair Bible-Teachers’ College 
Moves to New York 


HE Bible-Teachers’ College, organized in Mont- 
clair last year, will be located in New York City 
hereafter. The lectures for the winter, beginning 
January 7, are to be given in the chapel of the Broad- 
way Tabernacle, Thirty-fourth Street and Broadway, 
in the afternoons (from two to five o' clock) of Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, and in the morn- 
ings of Saturday. The Woman's Department will 
have its headquarters for the remainder of the year at 
the new woman's dormitory of the Teachers’ College 
connected with Columbia University, One Hundred 
and Twentieth Street and Amsterdam Avenue. 

A new and interesting feature of the coming weeks 
will be a series of lectures, by prominent ministers and 
laymen, on ‘‘The Old Pedagogy ; Or, My Former 
Teachers : Some Specimen Defects and Excellences."’ 
Already Dr. S. Parkes Cadman of Brooklyn, Dr. J. 
Balcom Shaw of’ New York, Dr. F. S. Schenck of New 
Brunswick Theological Seminary, Dr. A. H. Bradford 
of Montclair, Mr. L. D. Wishard of the Forward 
Movement of the Congregational Church, and others, 
have consented to speak on this subject. These lec- 
tures will be on Thursday afternoons at three o’ clock. 

The schedule as prepared includes a study on 
‘*Prayer and the Holy Spirit,"’ conducted by Dr. 
White each Tuesday afternoon ; three studies each 
week in the Gospel by Luke and the Acts, con- 
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ducted by Dr. White; one hour cach 
week, conducted by Mr. Speer, on the 
Christian Life and Missions ; two hours 
each week conducted by Dr. Rogers of 
Drew Theological Seminary ; three hours 
each week by Dr. Stibitz of York, Penn- 
sylvania ; and two hours cach week by 
Dr, of Fishkill, New York. 
There will be one hour each week of 
normal work, conducted by the students. 

On Monday nights the Teachers’ Nor- 
mal Training Class will be held at the 
People’s Tabernacle at East One Hun- 
dred and Second Street. 
for the purpose of teaching 


Huizinga 
S 


This class is 
those who 
are willing to go into homes in the vi- 
cinity, where community groups are be- 
ing organized by the Extension Depart- 
ment of the College, for the purpose of 
receiving biblical instruction, Already 


"it has been demonstrated that as many 


groups may be organized as it is possible 
to secure efficient teachers for. 

Mr. Donald MacColl, secretary of the 
Young Men's Christian Association for 
New Jersey, has resigned his position to 
become vice-president of the college. 





The list of students for the coming ses- | 


sion includes three ministers, who have 


resigned their charges to give themselves | 


to the study of the Bible. One of them 
comes from Georgia, one from Illinois, 
and one from Ohio. The Bible Teachers’ 
College will hold a summer session at 
Silver Bay, on Lake George, in July. It 
is expected that a prominent teacher 
from abroad will be present at that time. 


Persons desiring information about 
the college may address Dr. W. W. 
White at Montclair, New Jersey. 


BUSINESS 
DEPARTMENT 


Advertising Rate 


80 cents per line, with discount of 10 per cent | 


on an advance order of 1,000 or more lines to be 
used within a year, or for a space of not less than 
one inch each issue fora year. Positions may be 
contracted for, subject to earlier contracts with 
other advertisers, provided such positions do not 
conflict with the Publishers idea of the general 
make-up of the advertising pages. Positions are 
never guaranteed to any advertisement of less 
than three inches space. 
ing for $1,000 worth of space, to be used within 
one year, may have, when practicable, a selected 
position without extra cost, except when the ad- 
vertiser contracts for a position on the last page. 
For all advertising consitioned on an appearance 
upon the last page, an advance of 20 per cent in 
addition to the regular rate will be charged. 
For inside-page positions, on orders of less than 
$7,000, an advance of 20 per cent in addition to 
the regular rate will be charged. All adver- 
tisements are subject to approval as to character, 
wording, and display. Advertisers are /ree 





An advertiser contract- | 


to examine the subscription list at any time. | 


For Terms of Subscription, see page 30. 








The Endeavor Hymnal 


«+ « the best and most useful Aymn-book 
ever compiled.’ —Joban Henry Barrows. 
* Both ina musical and literary point ef view « 
deserves strong commendation.” —The Outlook. 

317 hymns, vgepensive readings, etc. Full 
cloth bound. The best book for churches, 
Sunday schools, and young people’s socicties. 

24,000 Copies Sold in Four Months. 

Quantity price, 25 cents each, sent at purchaser's 

expense. Sample copy, 35 cents, postpaid. 
United Society of Christian Endeavor, 


Tremont Temple, Boston. 55 La Balle 8t., Chicago. 


‘FRALYMYER 
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TELLS WEY. | 
r to Cincinnati Bell Foundry Co., Cincinnail, @, | The Century Co., Union Square, New York 


CHURCH BELLS ace rents | 


Best Superior Copper and Tin. Get our pri 


McSHANE BELL FOUNDRY. Baltimore, Md. 
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school, and class. 
surest guide. 


Sunday-school. 


—eer 


The M astery of 
Memorizing 


tavetaatte | og BbA $4 Pendent, 1g 
blic Speaker 
Py A ** Memorizing Scripture” 
and Booklet free. 


MEMORY LIBRARY, Box 1202, N. Y. City 


Postpaid, 


Where to Get Church or 
Sunday-School Supplies 


It's worth a great deal to any church or Sunday-school to know where sup- 
plies may be purchased. Here is a list of prominent dealers, any or all of whom 
would be glad to correspond with our readers about supplies required in church, 
When you need anything of the sort, this Directory is the 
It appears once a month. One advertiser or another, among these, 
is almost certain to have for sale whatever supplies are desired in any church or 


CHURCH AND CHAPEL ORGANS 


Prices, $225 and upwards 
Send for illustrated catalogue 


The Vocalion Organ Co., 156 Fifth Ave., N. Y. 





By Prof. H. S. OSBORN, LL.D. 

‘These maps cover all Biblical 
Geography, and are accepted 
authority, containing all re- 
cent discoveries The maps of 
Palestine and St. Paul's ‘Trav- 
els are essentia) .or the lessons 
of the next terms. Special 
price to Sabbath-schools for 
these maps; also for the four maps as a set 


OXFORD MAP PUBLISHERS, Oxford, Ohio. 


Palestine 
Western Asia 
Egypt and Sinai 
St. Paul's Travels 


Ostermoor 
Church Cushions 


We have cushioned 25,000 churches with 
the famous Ostermoor Patent Elastic Felt. 
We make, renovate, repair, and exchange. 
Send for our free book ‘‘Church Cushions.”’ 





Ostermoor & Co., 116 Elizabeth St., New York 





RECORD CARDS 
For Sunday-Schools 


COLLECTION ENVELOPES, 
ETC. SAMPLES FREE 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO. 
122 Nassau Street - - New York 








ane ere -opt 


Stereopticons 
and 
30 Oil Lanterns 


Have no equal. Views 
of all subjects. Lowest 
prices. Send for catalog. 


L. MANASSE, 46 E. 
Madison St., Chicago. 





73,000 CHILDREN 


are singing every Sunday from 


CA RM H NA FOR THE SUN- 


DAY-SCHOOL 


The best Sunday-school hymnal published. 
Specimen copy free, for examination, to 
pastors, superintendents, and committees. 
A. S. BARNES & CO., Publishers, 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York City 


A.B. & E.L. Shaw Co. 


largest makers of 


—, Pulpit Furniture, 
Lodge Furniture, 


nie! 


and 
Shoe Store Settees 
81 Causeway St , Boston 


Poy 
a 





ari 





‘* Best and Cheapest ’’ 


David C. Cook Publishing Co. 
36 Washington St., Chicago 


Our graded system of Lesson Helps has no supe- 
rior, and is the c --— Samples free 

Publishers of New Contury Teacher's 
Monthly for teachers, superintendents, and pastors 
Samples free. Publishers of the Youn People's 
Weekly, the largest and best Sunday- ~ ie paper 
in America. Dealers in every requisite for the Sunday- 
school. Send for illustrated catalog and particulars 


Send for new catalogs. 
M. P. MOLLER wittyicna”™ 


Manufacturer and Builder of 


PIPE ORGANS 


We build pipe organs specially Comgnee for use in 
the Sunday-school Write for our latest catalogue 
with full information. Our instruments and t 
prices are both right for you. 


eir 





Reed organs and pianos at manufacturer's prices. 





NEW HYMN-BOOKS 
Heavenly Sunlight 


129,000 sold to date. Sample copy, 12 cts. 
Exalted Praise 
29,000 sold in6 months. Sample copy, 25 cts. 


MacCalla & Co., Inc., 249 Dock St., Phila., Pa. 


Few churches with a plaster ceiling have a perfect 
one, and in many the plaster may drop without 


notice. A Stamped-Steel Ceiling o¢ par. 
terns selected with good taste, properly ag and 
decorated, will be durable and ‘be sure to please. See 
that it is considered when you build or remodel. 
Send a diagram with measures and some descri 
tion of the room, A design or plan and estimate for 
the work complete can then sent you. Especial 
attention given to church and residence wor 
Henry S. Northrop, 40 Cherry St., New York. 
HKranch Office, 74 Equitable Building, Boston. 








NEW IDEA 


BLACKBOARDS 


An illustrated catalogue describing the ‘‘ Semel- 
roth’’ Adjustable Endless-band; the New idea 
Plate (wood pulp); Screen and Black board Com- 
bined (for the primary department); To-day’'s 
Record ; flexible ; kencorparess : etc., will be ount 
you, if you mention The S School anne by 

ICAN BLACK OARD C 
200 and 202 North 24 Street, St. Cone. Mo. 








20,000 


CHURCHES 


Lighted by the FRINK System of Reflectors with 
me RTS Gas, Welsbach, Acetylene, or Oil. 
ENSED to manufacture electric and com- 
waneton gas and electric fixtures. Send dimensions 
for estimate. 


i. P. FRINK, 551 Pearl Street, New York 





THE LATEST SUNDAY-SCHOOL MUSIC BOOK 
‘¢ In Excelsis for School and Chapel”’ 


just published, is the largest and most complete 
ook for the purpose ever issued by The Century Co 





It is designed to help young people toward the forma- 
tion of good taste in music. Do not take a new book 
for your schoo! without seeing it. A single sample 
copy (to be returned if not adopted) will be sent, 
free, to any reader of ‘Tua SunDAY Scoot ‘Tins, 
by addressing 





N all correspondence with dealers 
advertised in this Directory, men- 
tion The Sunday School Times. 

This will oblige the publishers of this 
paper as well as the advertiser, and 
will frequently be of distinct advantage 
to you. 








Self-Pronouncing COM COMMENTARY | 3 
54 
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HE, EMU MERELY BELLS, 


The most perfect, hig nighest class bells in the woe 
Meneely & Co., Waterviiet, West Troy P. O., 





When ‘answering advertisements, 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


| 


‘in self-pronouncing form, with 
nt HELP on each ¥ 
r Meeting To — 
,0ung People’s Societies for 1 
Morro, m= and BrxEprcrion. 
Pocket size, 138 Red 
Interleaved for Notes 40c; post- 
id. Stamps taken. Agente wanted, 
EB W. BOBLE, 276 ‘adioon 8 Bt. Chicage. 
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Made or caved, Print your 
CY ==: cards, &e., with « * 
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gia. Type setting easy; 
tinted rules. Send stamp 
Ker samples, a S 
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Oe., Meriden, Conn. 


























































































Education 
of Any Sort 
Free 


For Boys or Girls 
or Women 


Offered by Tue Laptes’ 
Home Journat and Tue 
SaturpDay E.ventne Post. 

You can keep on study- 
ing and earn enough money 
to pay your expenses while 
you're doing it. The work 


is getting new subscribers 
for these periodicals and 
looking after the renewals. 

And, if you work system- 


atically, you can get $1000 
extra in a few months; or 
maybe $500, $400, $300, 
$250, $150, $100, 

Surely your expenses. 
Whoever has success in him 
can get his start now. 

Write to 

The Curtis 


Publishing Company 
Philadelphia 
McGranehan, 


SACRED SONGS Rsisteitn, 


For Prayer and Revival Meetings 
Vol. No. 1 
Vol. No. 2 


Either vol., $ag per 100. Sample, postpaid, 20 cents. 


Nos. 1 & 2 Combined. 


$45 per 100. Sample, postpaid, 45 cents. 
The Bigiow & Main Co., New York & Chicage 


RAPID BIBLE STUDY by mail, leading to di- 
loma and degree. Catalogue free. Write Prof, 
Cc. c.f Burton, Christian University, Canten, Me. 





By Sankey, 


Contains the best popular favorites 
of theday. 845,000 cepies sold. 


Over 200 equally meritorious new 
and original songs. 


Over 400 best hymns 
and tunes extant. 








OWHERE else on 

earth can the seeker 

after health and happiness 
find such rich reward. 


CALIFORNIA 


is a winter paradise. 


Best reached via 


“SUNSET 
LIMITED” 


(Palatial hotel on 
wheels). Leave New 
York Tuesdays, Thurs- 
days, Saturdays. 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC CO. 
R. J. Smith, Agent, 109 South 
Third Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











ye enowertan esvestanmente, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 
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The Sunday School Gimes 


Philadelphia, January 11, 190 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
* second-class matter.”’ 


Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is published 

weekly at the following rates, for either old or 

new subscribers. ‘hese rates include postage : 

Five or more copies, either to 

7 5 cts. separate edaseun or in a pack- 

age to one address, will be sent at the rate of 75 

cents each per year. 

One copy, or any number of copies 

8 1 00 less than five, will be sent to sepa- 
rate addresses at $1.00 each, per year. 


Free Copies One free copy addi- 


tional will be allowed 





for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 75 | 


cent rate. 


“ 


Questions Answered about the 


Subscription Terms 

Additions may be made at any 

Additions time to a cleb—such additional 

subscriptions to expire at the same time with the club 

as originally ordered, and the rate to be the propor- 

tionate share of the yearly club rates in force at the 
time the addition is made. 


How Papers 
are 
Addressed 


The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond 
the time fate for, unless by special request. 

Enough x of any one tssnue of the paper toenable 
all the teachers of aschool toexamine it, will be sent 
free, upon application 


mailed, separately, at the rate of 
ft.00 or 75 cents a year, can have 
the address changed at any time 
without charge. 


% 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


‘The Sunday School ‘limes will be sent to an 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal 
the following rate, which includes postage: 


of the 

nion at 
One or more copies, one year, 6 shillings each. 

For Great Britain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 

#7 Paternoster Row, London, E. C., will receive yearly 

or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rates, the 


paper to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the sub- 
scribers. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMESCO., Publishers, 
103t Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
P. O. Box 1550. 





Penny wise 


and pound 
foolish,—the 
women who 
“economize” 
by using 
cheap wash- 
ing powders. 
Few centsesaved in price; 
fifty times as much lost in 
damage to clothes. The 
chances are that cheap pow- 
ders are useless or danger- 
ous. Many proved so. None 
works like PEARLLINE, 
which is more economical,= 
does more,=—saves more, 
«risks nothing, 658 


Pearline—si2n 


= wisdom 























Special Pullman Drawing-Room 
Sleeping-Car to Thomasville, 
Ga., via Southern Railway 


Commencing January 9 the Southern Rail- 
way, in connection with the Pennsylvania 
Railroad, will operate a through Pullman 
drawing-room sleeping-car on Thursday of 
each week to Thomasville, Ga., without 
change. This special car will leave Broad 


Street Station, Philadelphia, on Thursdays | 


at 6.05 P. M., and arrive Thomasville 9.10 
P. M. the next day. The Southern Rail- 
way’s Florida Express, on which train this 
special car is carried, also has dining-car 
Charles L. Hopkins, District 
Passenger Agent, Southern Railway, 828 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, will furnish 
all information. 


service, 


When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


Subscribers to whom the paper is | 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
BOOKS & WRITERS 





Noteworthy Bible 
Photographs 


HERE are in the market several col- 
lections or series of photographic 
reproductions of scenes in Bible.lands, 
and any good illustration of the sort is a 
real treasure to the careful Bible student. 
One of the most handsomely executed 
series of such Bible pictures is known 
as The Leeper Photographs in Bible 
and Classic Lands (Fort Wayne, In- 
diana : Edward F. Biddle). The ‘‘ pho- 
tographs’’ include seven different sets, 
such as the ‘ Life of Christ,’’ ‘‘ Life of 
St. Paul,'’ ‘Acts of the Apostles,’’ 
‘« Jerusalem and its Environs,’’ etc. The 


pictures themselves range from three by 
| 


four inches to five by seven inches in 
size. Each picture, printed by itself on 
a sheet of enameled paper, is accom- 
panied by a very good descriptive com- 
ment, sympathetic and illuminative. The 
publishers announce that these pictures 
are the work of J. L. Leeper, D.D., 
while on a tour of twenty thousand miles 
in twenty different countries. The pho- 
tographs are of rare beauty and bril- 
liancy, and the choice of views, com- 
position of the pictures, arrangement of 
groups, and the like, all give evidence 


| of high artistic ability and photographic 








skill. It is difficult to imagine a Sun- 
day-school class of boys so unmanage- 
able that some of these pictures would 
not go a long way towards holding their 
attention. They are a Bible commen- 
tary in themselves. 


‘ntl 


The Story of My Life and Work. By Booker T. 
Washington. Naperville, Chicago: J. L. 
Nichols & Co. Sold only by subscription. 


Twenty years ago, Booker T. Wash- 
ington set out to stop the discussion over 
the negro problem in America by doing 
something better than mere discussion, 
and the result is an educational plant 
valued at $300,000, and an endowment 
fund of $150,000. Mr. Washington, in 
his most graphic way, writes here of the 
origin of his great work and his early 
life. More than four hundred pages are 
devoted to his boyhood, school life at 
Hampton, the encouraging help from 


General Armstrong, his struggles in 


making the beginnings at Tuskegee, his 
appeals for justice to the colored people, 


his success in raising funds to carry on | 


the work, and the visit of President Mc- 


Kinley to Tuskegee. A rousing intro- 


| duction by the Hon. J. L. M. Curry and 


the pen drawings by Frank Beard are 
features of the work. 


b 
Word and Phrase. By Joseph Fitzgerald. 
Chicago : A. C. McClurg & Co. §1.25, net. 
There is something about the biogra- 
phy of a word quite as fascinating as the 
biography of most men. Joseph Fitz- 
gerald makes a clear and interesting 
popular study of true and false use in 


English. The book is an outgrowth and 


expansion of the author's former volume, 
Pitfalls in English. The book aims at 
practical utility rather than curious in- 
formation about etymologies, although it 
is not entirely sparing of etymological 
lore. It is a practical manual of Eng- 
| lish words and their uses. The author's 
editorial experience on the North Ameri- 
| can Review and the Forum furnished the 
basis of his observations of usage, the 
_outcome of which is the present work, 
He treats in a general way of linguistic 
growth and conditions, the degradation 
of words, figurative usages, etymologies, 
terms of the household and business, 
| terms of literature, theology, science, 
the church, etc., as well as some points 
of syntax. The book is as readable as it 
is instructive. 





‘ate 


Books Received 
December 27 to January 3 





American Book Company, New York 
Art of Teaching, The. By Emerson E. White, 
A.M., LL.D. §$r. 
American Tract Society, New York 
Joy’s Endeavor. By Annie Hamilton Donnell. 
25 cents. 
Island Patty. By Mary E. Q. Brush. 35 cents. 
Joy in Service. By George T. Purves, D.D., 
LL.D. 50 cents. 
William Blackwood & Sons, London 
Ideals of Ministry. By A. Wallace William- 
son, D.D. 35. 6d 
The Century Company, New York 
Poems and Inscriptions. By Richard Watson 
Gilder. $1, net. 
Congregational Sunday-School and Publishing 
Society, Boston 
Joseph Parker, D.D.: His Life and Ministry. 
By Albert Dawson. 7¢° cents, net. 

Thomas Y. Crowell & Co., New York 
Quiet Hints to Growing Preachers in My 
Study. By Charles Edward Jefferson. $1. 
Expulsive Power of a New Affection, The. By 

‘Thomas Chalmers. 35 cents. 
Eaton & Mains, New York 
Methodist Year-Book, 1902, The. 
V. R. Ford, Editor. 10 cents, net. 


Stephen 

























































Moses and the Prophets. By Milton S. Terry, 
D.D., LL.D. $1. 


Friends’ Bible Institute and Training School, 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Sketches from the Dark Continent. 
R. Hotchkiss. $1. 
Henry Frowde, New York 
The New Century Bible : 


By Willis 


St. John. Edited by the Rev. J. A. McCly- 
mont, D.D. 
Romans. Edited by Alfred E. Garvie. 


The Pastoral Epistles, Timothy and Titus. 
Edited by R. F. Horton, M.A., D.D. 
The General Epistles, James, Peter, John, 
and Jude. Edited by W. H. Bennett, M.A. 
D. C. Heath & Co., Boston 
America’s Story for America’s Children. By 
Mara L. Pratt. In five volumes. Vol. V: 
The Foundations of the Republic. 40 cents. 
Houghton, Mifflin, & Co., Boston 
Heart of the Road, The. By Anna Hemp- 
stead Branch. $1, net. 


J. B. Lippincott Co., Philadelphia 


Music and Its Masters. 
net. 


By O.B. Boise. $1.50, 





Longmans, Green, & Co., New York 


Lessons in Old Testament History. By A. S. 
Agien, M.A., D.D. $1.50. 


McClure, Phillips, & Co., New York 
America’s Race Problems. Addresses at the 
Annual Meeting of the American Academy 
of Political and Social Science, Philadelphia, 
April Twelfth and Thirteenth, MCMI. 


The Macmillan Company, New York 
Old Testament and the New Scholarship, The. 
By John P. Peters, Ph.D., Se.D., D.D. 
$1.50. 
Shakespeare in Tale and Verse. 
Grosvenor Hufford. §r. 


By Lois 


F. Tennyson Neely Company, New York 
Oakford. By Terry Bockover Gordon. §r1.50. 
L. C. Page &Co., Bu ton 





Bible Conundrums. Collectec by Fred A. 
Wilson. 75 cents. 
W. B. Saunders & Co., Fi.i -“elphia 
Four Epochs of Woman's Li. The. By 
Anna M. Galbraith, M.D. $1.25, net. 
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You Live? 


It makes no difference whether 
you live in the odorous atmos- 
phere of a city, or on a dust cov- 
ered plain; in the dry altitude 
of the mountains, or the moist 
air of the sea coast; in the frigid 
zone of the north, or the torrid 
heat of the tropics, you can get 
your biscuit, crackers and wafers 
perfectly fresh in the In-er-seal 
Patent Package. The only 


method known for preserving the 
flavor and crispness of delicate 


baking until it reaches the table. 





When you order Soda, Milk, Graham 
Oatmeal and Butter Thin Biscuit, 
Vanilla Wafers and Ginger 
Snaps, don’t forget to as 
for the kind that come in 
the In-er-seal Patent Pack- 
age. Look for the trade- 
mark design on theend 

of each package, 


NATIONAL BISCUIT 
OMPANY 








B. & B. 


We've cut prices 


| to make greatest January Sale of odds, sur- 








plus, and broken lines in the store’s history. 

Determined to let nothing hinder the 
quick, thorough Emptying of Shelves and 
Boxes this January. 

Lot of neat dark American Novelty Dress 
Goods, 40 inches wide, 15c. yard. 

25,000 yards All-Wool Printed Flannels, 
65c. quality, 25c. yard—all Lavender and 
Plum grounds, and good shades of these 
colors—all neat, small polka dot and ring 
effects. Fabric is fine, and fine wool—for 
waists, wrappers, dressing sacques, and 
children’s dresses, the equal of this quality 
at as low a price has never been sold in any 
store in America—goods will prove it. 

Lot of handsome Imported Dollar-fifty 
Crepons, 50C. yard—dark dressy colors. 

Odd line Dollar Fancy Silks, 50c. yard. 

Not a department in the store exempt. 


| Wherever any surplus or odds in Silks, D 
Colia’s Conguéet.. By Le. & Tiddemen. Oe, net. | eee ney aes ef OO) Eile, ewes 


Goods, Ladies’ Suits, Coats, Capes, Waists, 
Girls’ and Children’s Garments, Men’s and 
Boys’ Clothing, it has price on to make it 
go—-make the chance convincing for all who 
investigate. 

Right sort of mail-order people here to 
give your inquiries, sample requests, and 
orders best attention. 


BOGGS & BUHL 
Dept. S. T. Allegheny, Pa. 


Individual Communion 
. Send fo r | 
Outfits. ond list of — ” 
Sanitary Communion QOutrit Co. 
Dept. 23, Rochester, N. Y. 


MAKE MONEY EVENINGS. 


Men employed during the day can make money even 
ings giving public exhibitions with Magic Lan 
tern or Stereopticon. Little capital needed 
Write for particulars, 260-pace Catalogue FREE. 
McALLISTEL, Mfg. Optician, 49 Nassau &t., N. ¥, 











When answering advertisements, ple 
mention The Sunday School Tinres. 
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E Thoughts for the : 
ig YOUNG PEOPLE'S 34 
MEETING 


BY ROBERT E. SPEER 


| minds or wills or souls, 


The Mis- | 


January 26, 1902. Missions: 
sionary Awakening. In my Heart, 
my Church, Christ’s Church 
Everywhere 
Romans 13 : 10-14. 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—The great commission (Mark 16: 
I4- 20). = 

Turs.—The great empowering (Acts 1: 1-8). 

WeED.—The great campaign (2 Cor. 6: 


I-10). 
THURS.—The great field (Psa. 33 : 1-10). 
FRi.—The great message (1 Cor. 2: 1-5). 
Sat.—The great reward (Jas. 5 : 19, 20). 











What are some of the great needs of the 
world ? 


How can we quicken the missionary zeal of 
our society ? 


Why must a true Christian have the mission- 
ary spirit ? 

HERE is need of an awakening. It 

is nineteen centuries since Christ 
came, ‘‘not to condemn the world, 
but that the world through him might be 
saved.’’ It has not been saved. He 
did everything that was necessary for its 
salvation save two things that he could 
not do. One was to offer his salvation 
to every creature ; the other was to have 
every creature accept it. The first of 
these remained for us todo. We have 
never doneit. In Colombia, with 4,000, - 
000 people, there are 7 ordained mission- 
aries. In China, with 400,000, 000, there 
are less than 400. In Bengal, India, 
there are 71,346,987 people, according 
Less than 200, - 
000 of these were Christians, yet Mr. 
Arnold points out that while, only a 
little while ago, the Hindus constituted 
a great majority of the population, within 
twenty years the Moslems not only over- 
took them, but passed them, and now 
outnumber them by a million and a 
half. Islam has won more disciples in 
Bengal than have been won by Chris- 
tianity. At home the total offerings of 
the churches to the world’s evangeliza- 
tion are less than $6,000,000. The 
Protestant church-members who gave 
this money numbered, according to the 
census of 1890, 14,354,935. This wasa 
gift of 42 cents per member. Awake, | 
thou that sleepest ! | 


‘« But the world has waited so long it | 
may as well wait longer.'’ Men feel 
this, even though they may not say it. 
It is another proof of sleep. Even our 
moral senses are asleep, so that we can 
wilfully withhold from the world the 
gospel which belongs to it, and the sal- 
vation which Christ brought for it. It is 
right to select for the text of a mission- 
ary meeting an appeal for uprightness, 
‘*Let us walk honestly.’’ That is just | 
what we are not doing. So long as we 
are content to let the world remain in 
ignorance of Christ, whom we know, we 
are not dealing honestly. All that mis- 
sions need is an awakening of the moral 
sense, a revival of such simple honesty 
as will not be willing to violate the 
terms of the Christian trust. We have 
the world's gospel. Let us rise and pay 
our debt. Let honesty awake! 


< 


We are not honest because we are not 
loving. Honesty discharges its debts. 
If we truly loved Christ, we should obey 
his command. If we truly loved the 
world, we should rush to its help. 


| we first believed,’’ says Paul. 


| and no. 


| night, and the day is near. 


| to work, 


THE SUNDAY $ 


Nothing would detain us. Let love 


| awake. 


‘‘Our salvation is nearer than when 
But does 

belief? Yes | 
It comes in part, but our sal- | 
vation is more than the salvation of us. | 
It is the salvation of all of us,—not our 
but of ourselves 
and of ours, and of all whom we should | 
save ; and it will be compiete only when | 
all of Christ's work is done, and ail of | 
his people are gathered home. Our | 


| 


salvation is dependent upon the comple- | 


not salvation come with 


| tion of our Saviour's work for the world, | 


and we shall not have it in its fulness | 
until we give to every soul for whom 
Jesus died the gift which he came to 
bring them. We are losing as truly as 
the heathen world from our delay. 


5 4 


‘« The night is far spent, the day is at 
hand,”’ says Paul. ‘1 must work while 
it is day,’’ said Jesus, ‘‘for the night 
cometh.’’ Which? Both. This is the 
This is the 
day, and the night is at hand. Each 
teaches the same lesson. Jesus wants us 
because work will soon be over 
in this old order, and the chance for 
doing what belongs to it will soon be 
gone. Paul wants us to work because a 
new day is coming when our salvation 
will be completed, and a new order will 
begin. Our present duties we must do 
now, for the night is coming. Our pres- 
ent work must be completed now, for a 
new day is breaking which will have its 
own new duties to fulfil. 

The works of darkness versus the 
armor of light. There is no protection 
or safe apparel in the deeds of darkness. 
They are not an armor. The arrows of 
God will pierce them through and through, 
Disobedience is darkness. Obedience | 
is light. Let us awake and walk in the | 
day, obeying. ‘Go. Preach. Every 
creature, Uttermost parts.’’ 

Are you awake to the needs of the 
world? Do you know about the mission 
work? How many missionary books 
have you read? How much did you 
give this past year ? 

% 


Is your church awake? Does your 
pastor ever preach a missionary sermon ? 
Do you observe the monthly concert of 
prayer for missions? Did you make a 
missionary offering ? 

Have you ever observed Christ's com- 
mand in Matthew g : 38? 





Built a Monument 
The Best Sort in the World 


‘‘A monument built by and from Postum,”’ 
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VIN 


Made perfect by 40 years’ experience—its shine is brightest, 
comes quickest—lasts longest—never burns red or cakes on iron. 
ALSO IN PASTE FORM—“SUN PASTE STOVE POLISH.” 














The ‘Watch 
Word is 


ELGIN 


wherever exact time 1s essen- 
tial. Nine millions Elgin 
Watches—the greatest 
number ever made in } 
one factory—tegulate e) 
the business and the 
pleasure of the 
greater part of the 
world. 

An Elgin Watch always has 
the word ‘Elgin’ engraved on 
the works. 

Send for free booklet. 


ELGIN NATIONAL WATCH CO, 
Elgin, 111. 


i 


see 








On Jellies 


preserves and pickles, spread 
@ thin coating of refined 


WAX 


Will keep them absolutely moisture and 
acid proof. Paraffine Wax is also useful 
a dozen other ways about the house. Falj 
directionsin each pound package. 

Sold everywhere. 


STANDARD OIL CO. 














is the way Mr, J. G. Casey of Ayers, Ill., de- 
scribes himself. He says, ‘‘For years 1 was a 
coffee-drinker, until at last I became a terrible 
sufferer from dyspepsia, constipation, head- 
aches, and indigestion, and was a physical 
wreck. 

‘The different kinds of medicines I tried did 
not cure me, but finally some one told me I 
must leave off coffee and take up Postum Food 
Coffee. I was fortunate in having the new cof- 
fee made strictly according to directions, so that, 
from the start, I liked it. It has a rich flavor 
and I made the change from coffee to Postum 
without any trouble. 

‘Gradually my condition changed. The old 
troubles disappeared and I began to get well 
again. My appetite became good, and I could 
digest food. Now I have been restored to 
strength and health. Can sleep sound all night, 
and awake with a fresh and rested body. Every 
one who meets me, comments on my getting so 
fat and rosy. 

“I am really a monument built by Postum, 
for I was a physical wreck, distressed in body 
and mind, and am now a strong, healthy man 
I know exactly what made the change, it was 
leaving off coffee and using Postum.”’ 


AMERICAN FIRE 


Insurance Company 
Office, Company’s Buil 
308 and 310 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 





CASH CAPITAL )......ccccccceceeceeeeeereee $500,000.00 
Reserve for Reinsurance and all 
Other Chaiss,..............ccccersceceee 1,729,708.58 
Surplus over all Liabilities, 247,362 42 
TOTAL ASSETS, JAN. 1, 1001, 


$2,477,069.00 
THOS. H. MONTGOMERY, President. 
RICHARD MARIS, Sec. and Treas. 
WM. ¥. WILLIAMS, Asst. Sec. 
WM. B. KELLY, Genl. Mgr. 
DIRECTORS: 
Thos. H. Montgomery, Charles S. Whelen, 
Israel Morris, Kdward F. Reale, 
Pemberton S. Hutchinson, John S. Gerhard, 
Jos. EK. Gillingham, Kdward Lowber Welsh, 
Archibald RK. Montgomery 


VIRGINIA FARMS FOR SALE) 


Good land. Mild healthy climate Schools con- 
venient. Low prices, easy terms Free catalogue 


R. B. CHAFFIN & CO. (Inc.), Richmond, Va. 


When answering advertisements, 


please 
' mention The Sunday School Times. 


MONEY WANTED 


on approved 
Farm Mortgages 


f at 5% to 6% } 


If you have money for investment, send 
for our catalogue of 5%, 544% and 6% five 
and ten-year mortgages. aii these farms 


established, and required loans but 40% of 
their actual cash value. Annual interest 
and prince ipal payable in gold coin, with 

j New York exchange. 


j are under cultivation; values thoroughly 


We made personal 
inspection before listing these loans, and 
always maintain active personal interest 
throughout the life of the loan. Wehave 
been making farm mortgage loans since 
1483; know all values here; never lost a 
dollar. Let us send list of references— 
perhaps a Se ae of yours is in it. 
. J. LANDER & CO. 
328 De diets Ave., Crand Forks, N. D. 


P to 6% I Interest Secured and Paid 


For more sold our 
ortgages 
to a great number of investors, without loss 


than 22 years we have 


carefully selected real-estate first n 


to a single one. Our pamphlet and list of 
loans furnish full particulars about our loaning fields 
in the blackwaxy belt of ‘Texas and in Oklahoma, and 
will be sent to you for the asking. Loans guaranteed. 
THE BUNNELL & ENO INVESTMENT CO. 
Bullitt ti Philadelphia, Pa. 


Gates’ Tours 


MEXICO, CALIFORNIA, 
GRAND CANYON of ARIZONA 


NINTH SEASON 


First tour leaves Chicago February 6, 1902. 
Second tour leaves Chicago February 19, 1902. 
Third tour leaves Chicago February 26, 1902. 


Via THE SANTA FE 








Special train equip iS ed with compartment cars, 
drawing-room Pullmans, dining and 
observation cars. In service for entire railroad 
portion of each tour. All expenses included. 


Mexico. Egypt of the New World, land of the 

Toltecs and Aztecs; scenes of tropical beauty, 
rugged grandeur, and historic interest; a 
civilization wholly unlike our own. 


Grand Canyon of Arizona.—World’s Greatest 
scenic wonder ; railroad now completed to 
rim ; pleasant winter trip. 


’ California.—Special arrangements for visiting the 
| noted California resorts. 


| Send for itinerary describing this ideal winter trip. 


G. C. DILLARD, E. P. ee Bois , The Agchioes 
Topeka, & aA allway , 377 
Broadway, New York ° 


Or CHARLES H. GATES, Toledo, Ohio. 


T Au ABOUT THE 
GREAT NORTHWEST 


“OPPORTUNITY” a 20-page illustrated month- 
ly magazine, for one year, and our special “Good 
News Package,” containing pictures and full 
information about the fine climate, rich land, 
magnificent crops and grand opportunities of the 
wonderful Northwest, for ONLY TEN CENTS 
IN SILVER, if you mention this paper. 


THE OPPORTUNITY COMPANY, 
149 NEWSPAPER ROW, ST. PAUL, MINN. 


ONLY 10 CENTS. 
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When answering advertisements, please 


ie mention The Sunday School Times. 
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‘THE MAYOR &% 
SPOTLESS TOWN. 


This is the Mayor of Spotiess Town, 
The brightest man for miles around. 
The shining light of wisdom can 
Reflect from such a polished man, 
And so he says to high and low: 
*‘The brightest use SAPOLIO."’ 


Some one must direct the affairs of 
the city. Equally important is the 
cleanliness of the smallest home in 
that city. If thiscan be accomplished 
by small exertion, at small expense, 
so much the better. A cake of 


SAPOLIO 


in the hands of a bright, active woman 
will keep a house clean enough for 
the Mayor to live in. 











Newly edited by the American’ Revision 


Committee, A. D. Igor. The 
American Standard 
Edition of the 


REVISED 
BIBLE 


Long Primer type, refer- 
ences, topical headings, and 
indexed Bible map. Prices 
from $1.50 to $9.00. 


The standard translation of the Bible for the 
English-speaking world."'-Sunday School Times. 





For sale by all booksellers, or send for catalogue to 
thes. Nelson & Sons, Pubs., 37-41 E. 18th St., New York 


Hill Brook Farm 
The Owner Comments On Grape-Nuts 


A farmer with his out-of-door work might 


have reason to expect more than the average of | 


good health if he would use proper food and 


have it well cooked, but many of them, in mid- | 


dle age, suffer torments from dyspepsia, and, 
following that, a weakened nervous system. 

To show the value of a change in food we 
quote from a letter written by L. Flagler, owner 
of Hill Brook Farm, Charlottesville, Va. 

‘‘T have spent a very considerable amount of 
money in trying to cure my stomach trouble 
with medicines, and have changed climate sev- 


eral times. About*two years ago I was taken 


worse. My heart and kidneys gave me much 
trouble. I could not sleep nights. Was very 
nervous, thin, and discouraged. Finally I | 


changed my food and began taking Grape-Nuts 
Breakfast Food. 
thought I could see my way out, so I have stuck 


This agreed with me, and I 


to Grape-Nuts for a year and a half, and grad- 
ually the old troubles have disappeared. 

‘‘IT have made splendid progress in health 
and strength, sleep well, and can now do a good 
day's work for a man of fifty years. 

**T know that Grape-Nuts caused the change, 
and, although I am now able to use other food 
as I like, still I stick to Grape-Nuts because I 
know how it nourished me, and, besides, wife 
and I both like the food. 

‘‘She says nothing has helped her nervous 
system like Grape-Nuts. We buy the food by 
the case, and are very enthusiastic in regard to 
i,” 

It is plain that nervous, worn-out people, can 
be brought back to health by using Grape- 
Nuts. 
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who reads it. 


Thoughts for Every-Day Living 


From the Spoken and Written Words of 


Maltbie D. Babcock 


With his latest portrait for a frontispiece. 


VOLUME of short selections in prose and verse, spiritually helpful, 

cheerfully devotional, and making for a braver and higher and hap- 

pier manner of living, collected from the writings and utterances of the 
late Pastor of Brick Presbyterian Church of New York City. 

‘*The book should make life worth living to every man and woman 

It is a full rich expression of Dr. Babcock’s own abounding 

life, which took its fulness from the Fountain-head.’ 


$1.00 net (postage, 10 cents). 


"—— The S. S. Times. 





EVERY-DAY LIVING. 





a a a a ee ae 


Please use this Order Blank. 


ORDER BLANK 


CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SUNS, DEPARTMENT OF CHRISTIAN LITERATURE, 
153-157 Fifth Avenue, New York. 


Enclosed find $1.10, for which send me, postpaid, one copy of THOUGHTS FOR 


23.852 2 SGS £64616 OA 6 4 6 4 SO: OAD 











and man-loving men. 


phase of boy life. 





Men of To-morrow 


is published by men of to-day, to interest, instruct, and 
stimulate the men of to-morrow to become God- fearing 


It is bright, wide-awake, and progressive in every re- 

spect. Has ten different departments that cover ever? 
Always contains purest and most thril 

ing stories, striking incidents of leading men’s lives, and 
everything else that the ablest minds, backed by ample 
capital, can suggest or procure. 

The whole magazine of 64 pages is crowded with inform- 
ation, suggestions, and facts. 


10 CENTS FOR 3 MONTHS 
r 
#1.00 FOR ‘ONE YEAR, 


and we know both you and your boys will be glad to have 
known this best of all boys’ papers. Send for sample copy. 


MEN OF TO-MORROW, Box G, Albany, N. Y. 


Send 








Abbott’s Commentary on 


THE ACT 


By LYMAN ABBOTT, D.D. 


For Sunday-school teacher and Bible student. 


This standard and popular commentary has passed through many editions with un- 
Lyman Abbott is master of a clear and logical style, is thoroughly 
He states the interpretations of leading commen- 
tators while giving his own with reverent scholarship. 


diminished acceptability. 
spiritual, and yet eminently practical. 


A. S. BARNES & CO. 


ra 





OF THE 
APOSTLES 


Illustrated, 8vo, cloth. Price, $1.50. 


A good working commentary. 
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Pears 
The skin ought to be 
nothing 


clear; there is 


strange in a beautiful face. 


If we wash with proper 
soap, the skin will be open 
clear, unless the 
health is bad. A _ good 
skin is better than a 
doctor, 


The soap to use is 
Pears’; no free alkali in it. 
Pears’, the that 
clears but not excoriates. 


and 


soap 


Sold all over the world. 


fragrant as the sweetest 
flowers. 


€ W. HOYT & CO., 
LoweLu, Mass. 
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156 Fifth Avenue, New York 













in every direction and of every kind ; 


request. 


PEIRCE SCHOOL, Record Building, 917-919 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


SSEESCEES 


PEIRCE SCHOOL 


Ex-President Cleveland, in his address to the graduating class of Peirce School, 
said : ‘‘I cannot be outdone by any one in my appreciation of the value of education 
but I desire to add, that, in my opinion, the par- 
ticular type of education aimed at in the Peirce School has some important advantages 
over others, inasmuch as it is within the reach of a greater number of our young men 
and women, and fills more promptly and effectively the avenues of occupation created 
by a vast and constant extension of American business and industrial enterprise."’ 

The complete address is contained in the 37th Year Book, which will be sent upon 











JUST PUBLISHED 





Commentary 
on Acts 
By F. N. Peloubet, D.D. 


A valuable lesson help. 


paid on receipt of price. 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, 


AMERICAN BRANC N. 
91 and 93 Fifth Ave., 





The Teachers’ 


12mo, 
cloth, profusely illustrated, $1.25. 
For sale by all booksellers, sent post- 


- Y. City 














When | answering advertisements, 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


please 
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LIEBIG | 


COMPANY’S EXTRACT of 
Beef stands for health in the 
home and economy in the 
kitchen. 














Get the uine 
Liebig <— 4 
pany’s Extract ~ 
with blue sig- 
nature 








When answering advertisements, please | } 
mention The Sunday School Times. 





mention The Sunday School Times. 


Breakfast Food: 413,70. 


A 15c. package (2 Ibs.) makes thirty ample 
breakfasts -- five persons six mornings. 


Order One Trial Package 


of Ralston Breakfast Food from your grocer 
now, or send us his name, and we will mail 
you a sample, and convince you of its Dell- 
clous, Economical and Healthful Qualities. 


All Ralston-Purina Cereals sold in 
“‘Checkerboard"’ Packages. 


PURINA MILLS 


“Where Purity is Paramount,"’ 


658 Gratiot Street, St. Louis, Mo. 





~ When answering advertisements, please 








